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Introduction: The Context of Corporate Worship

0: 00 Alright kids, it'stime for superchurch, so third grade and under can go. Good morning again. Isn't that a
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great song? | love to sing about our good God, our gracious God, our faithful God, and how good it is
when we walk His ways and we give Him glory It'sjust not just glory for Him. It's good for us. Take your
Bibles and turn over to 1 Timothy chapter 2 with me this morning. We've been going through this book a
little bit several weeks. We've been going through this book and

It's been good. It's really about how do we conduct ourselves in the household of God? That's the theme
of it. In chapter three, verse 15, we read basically the theme of this book. And though we haven't got
there yet, we've seen it lived out. And we started in chapter one where the apostle Paul through the
leadership of the Holy Spirit istelling Timothy, | urge you to teach certain men not to teach false
doctrine. And we talked about that quite a bit and how important it is for us to teach the truth of God's
word. If you teach false doctrine, whether to appease your desires or to appease society or to twist the
word of God, whatever you do, you bring harm upon the people you're teaching.

You bring harm upon families that don't know what it means to have a relationship as a husband and wife
or how to be parents or how to treat your parents. You bring harm on churches. You bring harm on
society where you're leading people astray away from salvation through faith in Jesus Christ or away
through worshiping the Lord God. | mean, there's al kinds of detriment that comes through false
teachings and so we're encouraged to teach the truth and to speak the truth and And we learned in chapter
two last week that in response to teaching the truth and standing against false doctrine that we should
pray, right? | mean, what really makes a difference in thisworld in ministry or in for the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ is prayer.

And so we learned last week that we are to pray for everyone, and we're to pray for kings, and we're to
pray for all those who are in authority over us. Then we learned that if we do that, we're praying for us to
have atranquil, quiet lifein all godliness and dignity. And that sounds great, doesn't it? Quite honestly,
most of us want that anyway. We don't always pray about it. And we certainly don't aways pray for
everyone. That is such an all-encompassing statement, praying for our neighbors, praying for our co-
workers, praying for family members, praying for enemies, praying for those that are different than we
are, that disagree with us about things, certainly praying for kings or for us, for presidents or for those
that are authority over us.

I mean, we think that, you know, praying sometimes It brings about something selfish, but hereit's
talking about praying for all and for kings and for those in authority, so that we'll have tranquil, quiet
lives and godliness and dignity. And for many of us, that transates into having quiet, selfish, godless
lives. | mean, that's what most of us want. lives where we could do what we want and how we want to do
it, when we want to do it, have what we want, go where we want where nobody bothers us and nobody
asks us of anything.
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But that's not the quiet, tranquil life of Godliness and dignity he's talking about because we learned last
week that God wants us to pray for everyone and for kings and authorities because God wants everyone
to be saved. That's a huge difference. But do you understand that when God says, | want everyone to be
saved. You really want to have atranquil life. That's how you have atranquil life. When people get saved
and they walk with God and they love like God does and they care like God does and they forgive like
God does, then men all kinds of peace and all kinds of blessings come into thisworld and you and | get it
backward.

Blessings are not found in selfishness. Blessings are found in godliness. blessings are found in Christ. So
then we're praying, right? And as a church, we're praying. We're not praying against people. We're
praying for people to be saved. We're not praying just for God to judge people. God's going to judge
people. He's going to judge people. He's just. He's judge. We've been reading through and studying
Revelation in my Sunday school class and some of that's tough because it's judgment. And we try to find
reasons that we can make it softer, make it nicer when we read about judgment, but judgment's coming
against sin. That's not what we have to be concerned about. We are a church.

Men Are Called to Pray

Now, we should be concerned about lost people. We should be concerned about the glory of God in our
nation, in our city, in our home. Now, we should be praying for godliness and dignity for all, right? Well,
that's a corporate thing. This whole passage to chapter two is a corporate thing. And so as we move into
this passage this morning, we're gonna talk about basically, how do we conduct ourselves as men and
then as women in worship? And it's one of those passages that it's fairly simple. | won't lie, but it is
controversial because, again, quite honestly, sometimes we just don't like what God wants for us.

Oh, | forgot. We're talking in the college heights. You guys don't have any of those struggles. | know the
most amazing group of people. It truly are. | love you guys. But man, | want you to hear this. We have to
listen to God's word. It's God's word.

And we have to see what he desires from it. And it goes all the way back to praying for those, everyone
and for kings and for those in authority over us. Thiswhole thing is how do we then live in worship and
live in prayer and be a church that makes an impact in thisworld. It's all together. So, first Timothy
chapter 2, we'll begin reading in verse 8 this morning.

Therefore, | want the men in every place to pray, lifting up holy hands without anger or argument.
Also, the women are to dress themselves in modest clothing with decency and good sense, not with
elaborate hairstyles, gold pearls, or expensive apparel, but with good works, asis proper for women
who profess to worship God. A woman isto learn quietly with full submission. | do not allow a woman
to teach or to have authority over a man instead she isto remain quiet, for Adam was formed first then
Eve. and Adam was not deceived, but the woman was deceived and transgressed, for she will be saved
through childbearing if they continue in faith, love, and holiness with good sense.
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Let's pray. Heavenly Father, | thank you for your word. | thank you that you've given us your word that
we might know how to walk with you and how to walk together and how to be a church. But I'm thankful
for this passage of Scripture, and | pray that you'd speak to usAnd Lord, that you'd enable us to hear and
then to apply and submit to what you've taught us.

Not just so that we can walk together as the body of Christ, but so that Lord God will have an impact in
thisworld and be able to lead tranquil and quiet livesin all godliness and dignity. Lord, your desireisfor
us to be set apart, different. A testimony to who Christ is, people who walk by faith and trust you. And |
pray that you enable usto do that, Lord, as we look into your word today. And | pray in Jesus name,
amen.

So here we haverthis, like | said, transition from the first part of chapter two. And it begins with, and it's
specific, if you will, instruction to men. It says, therefore, | want men in every place to pray. And what's
the therefore? | mean, what's he transitioning from? And it's not hard. He's saying because we are called
to pray for everyone, because we are called to pray for kings and all those who are authority over us,
because God wants everyone to be saved as we pray. then here as a group of men, as we gather together
in worship, then we are to pray men lifting up holy hands. Now Here's what we need to understand about

this passage.

Lifting Up Holy Hands

God obviously has insight into men, he has insight into women. And so he's teaching us, right? Men,
where are these areas in your life that you might struggle with as we conduct ourselves together as the
body of Christ, as a household of God? Well, apparently the Lord God Almighty knows that when He's
calling peopleto pray for everyone and for those in authority, apparently He knows that we men need to
be instructed to pray. Now, that's not a big revelation if you've been around church. When it comestime
to pray, if we have our, we do a quarterly time of prayer during our Sunday school hour, alot of times, a
lot there be far more women than there are men.

Why isthat? Because men bail. They bail. They don't want to pray. If you get together with us as men,
just men, and we sit around the table, there are some men that simply won't pray.

Why isthat? There's probably lots of different reasons. Some of these reasons seem reasonable to us,
men, right? Like, | don't know what to say when | pray. And we think that's a good enough excuse. Well,
that's on you. If you don't know how to pray, that's because you haven't been praying. And you don't even
understand the purpose of prayer. Prayer is simply communicating with God. It's not that hard to
understand. So to use the expression, | don't know what to pray is a pretty cheap excuse for not praying,
especially when we read here that God wants men in every place to pray. Like men should be the |leaders
in prayer. They don't have to be sitting back and waiting for their wife to do all the praying.

They should be the leadersin prayer because they're the leaders of the home. And sometimes we don't
want to be leaders either. Amen. Amen. Let somebody else do it. Sometimes guys say, well I'm too shy to
pray. That's on you too. That's on you too. | know shy people that do amazing things. | know shy people
that stand up and preach. That's me. | know some of you really don't believe that, but I'm telling you, |
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didn't want to be a preacher and choose to be a preacher. | wouldn't take speech classin college because |
wouldn't speak in front of people. Listen, you being shy is no excuse for you being ungodly.

The word of God says, men need to pray. Men are supposed to pray. When we gather together, men
should be taking the lead in prayer. It doesn't mean that the ladies aren't supposed to pray. He's just
dealing with things that men struggle with. And he says, not only should men everywhere pray, but they
should lift up holy hands without anger or argument. Now, | know some of you just went, there's no way,
pastor. You're never going to get me to raise my hands in public.

Please hear me. | didn't say this. Thisisn't me writing this. I've never been one that is good at outwardly
expressing myself around other people. I'm not that good at that. You probably noticed that if you know
me. | mean, when | pray by myself, | do some different things. Sometimes, depending on where I'm at, a
lot of times, if I'm really hurting or I'm really in need, I'll get flat on my face and put my hands above my
head. | pray or cry or sometimes | sing, sometimes I'm on my knees. It depends on what's happening. |
mean, | can raise my hand when I'm by myself. That's awhole lot easier when I'm by myself to express
myself before the Lord.

But the Lord istalking about expressing ourselves by lifting our hands. Now people say that was how
they did it in those days. Listen, we have to establish right now that the excuse that we use for not
listening to the Word of God that says we don't have to do it because it was a cultural thing for their day
isridiculous. Because if that is true, then we shouldn't listen to anything in the Word of God.

Holy Hands Require Pure Hearts: Anger and Arguing

Do you understand me? It was al a different time. It was all adifferent culture. It was all a different
setting. But | don't know about you. If you've read the Word of God, it's powerfully impactful and
applicable to our livestoday because it's living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword. It's able
to divide the bone and the marrow, the soul and spirits, able to adjust the thoughts and the intentions of
the heart. It's alive. We don't get to say, lifting up hands is something we don't have to do because it
wasn't designed for ustoday. There's areason for it. Lifting up hands while it might be uncomfortable
around other people, and it isfor me.

Lifting up hands means, first of al, we need you, Lord. We need you. We are devoid of what we need and
you are the one we need and we lift up hands to acknowledge our need. We also lift up hands as ways to
praise him to say, Lord, you are above us and you're worthy of worship.

I know by lifting up hands, we think we call attention to ourselves, but that's the wrong motive for prayer.
Prayer is about the Lord. Matter of fact, this whole passage is not about men, it's not about women, it's
about us acknowledging him and worshiping him the way he deserves to be worshipped. And so he tells
usto lift up holy hands. Now, here's the problem. Hands are not even the beginning of the problem. The
problem iswe have to lift up holy hands. Holy hands means that they are set apart hands, that they are
pure hands. And really what that meansisthat our hearts are pure in relationship with God when we
come to prayer.
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See prayer can be empty. You ever prayed when you thought it was empty? Prayer can be hypocritical.
You can be saying something without meaning it in your heart. And prayer can be manipulative, right?
Where we tell God what we think God ought to do and what God ought to be thinking and how God
ought to act. That's manipulation of God, though you can't manipulate him.

So when you're gonna pray, man, it starts with a pure heart, which iswhy he says without anger and
without arguing. Now, | wouldn't say that every man deals with anger. But apparently God who knows us
as men realizes that one of the things that hinders usin prayer and in worship is anger. Men get angry. A
lot of times they get angry because they get hurt.

Sometimes we think we're tough when we're angry, when most of the time we're angry because we've
been hurt and we're weak and we want to be frustrated, we want to lash out. Maybe we want justice. |
don't know what the deal is, but the truth of the matter is, iswhen you come to pray and when you come
to worship men, God knows that if we don't deal with our anger towards other people, or possibly toward
God, then worship and prayer are pretty ineffective. See, anger toward another person separates us from
another person. But that then also causes a separation between us and God. Obviously being angry, God
causes a separation between us and God.

How effectiveis our prayer when there's aton of anger? Anybody got, don't raise your hands. Anybody
got any anger today? Men?You've got to deal with that. You've got to get rid of it. How do you get rid of
it?You forgive the person you're angry at. You trust Jesus to take care of the problem rather than trying to
handle it by yourself. You humble yourself before God. Humble yourself the Bible says under the mighty
hand of God that He may exhaust you at the proper time, casting all your anxieties upon Him because He
cares for you. First Peter chapter five,

That's how you do it. But you're not gonnallift up holy hands and be filled with anger. You're not gonna
lift up holy hands and want to argue. And He meant like to argue? | know, that's right. You guys, | tell
you, college heights are so good. | liketo argue. | won't lieto you. | like to argue. I've told you about my
oldest son. He loves to argue. He's been a debater since | think the day he was born. I've aways blamed it
on his mother. If she just shape up and get that right,

Women: Modest Clothing and Good Works

Maybe alittle bit of it came for me. We like to be right. Men, do you like to be right? Because we like to
be right. We like to argue, right? Except right and being right and proving ourselves right, prideful. How
can you come in prayer and in worship while containing pride about who you are though?You know,
you've fallen short and know what you really need is Christ and His heart and Hisway and Hisglory in
your life. We start this by God saying to me, and if we are going to worship. And if we are going to pray
for everyone and for kings and for those in authority, if we're going to see people save, then men, when
we come together, we have to pray and lift up holy hands.

Let'stry it. Come on, men. Some of you, you did one, some of you did two. Some of you are like, still, |
don't make me do it. Good job. We could even woo, woo, woo every now and then and here.
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Listen, | know, | know some of us are like, well, I'm never going to really do that. Please, please don't do
that. Please, man, don't do that.

| probably is, it was uncomfortable with this stuff, maybe as you are, maybe more, but don't do that.
Don't say | don't have to pray that way. The word of God says we should pray that way. And let's not,
Minimize what the word of God says. Let'sjust take it at what it says. Amen. Can we work on that, man?

WEell, then he goes on. He begins to address women as we learn to conduct ourselves within worship.
Thisis aso the women who address themselves in modest clothing with decency and good sense, not
with elaborate hairstyles, gold pearls, or expensive apparel, but with good works, asis proper for women
who profess to worship God. So we know that he's addressing women in their specifics because he says,
aso, thisisthe way the men are supposed to come together and work together and conduct themselvesin
worship. Thisis how the women are supposed to do it. And he starts with dressing themselves in modest
clothing and not being concerned about fancy dress or fancy

Ornaments or any of those things. And apparently God knows he's so wise, he sees all things. He knows
that at least in general, this may not be true of every single woman. | don't think he's trying to say that,
but in general women struggle sometimes by being distracted by outward appearance.

They worry. When they get ready to come to worship, instead of thinking about, hey, thisis about God,
and thisis about honoring God, and this is about worshiping God, and thisis about encouraging others to
worship God. They apparently worry about external appearance. And when they worry about external
appearance, they're not worried about worshiping God. And so he tells them, he tells them, man, women
are to dress themselves modestly and decency. are decently, and with good sense. And he gives some
understandings of what that looks like. And | gottatell you, I'm sure over the years, people have taken
too much liberty with this.

Humble yourself the Bible says under the mighty hand of God that He may exalt you at the proper
time, casting all your anxieties upon Him because He cares for you.

Women: Learning Quietly with Full Submission

Thisis about worshiping God. Thisis about praying to God. Thisis about being used by God. The same
thing istrue for ladies. | mean, I'm not going to be the guy that tells you what it means to dress modestly
or decently. I'm not going to tell you that. Usually in Wyoming, that's not really an issue. Maybe we got
ladies here with hoodies on. We got ladies here with t-shirts on. We got ladies here with sweaters on and
dresses on and Halloween. | don't usually pay attention to that stuff. | don't usually pay attention to how
your hair looks. | really don't. And usually, if | find out that | see something different about alady's hair,
I'm like, oh, shut up.

Shut up. Because, man, maybe she got her hair changed. Maybe she didn't get her hair changed. Maybe
shedid it six weeks ago. | don't know. But if | speak up, I'm going to show | don't pay attention. I'm
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looked like an idiot. It doesn't matter to me. What matters, and | believe what mattersto God is your
heart when you come to worship that you're not worried about, hey, this woman's gonna say this about
me, if | don't look thisway or maybe if | look thisway, then I'm gonnalook better than all the other
ladies, right? | don't know. | don't know what you think.

But apparently God knowsiit's a problem. The truth of the matter is, as God teaches |adies how to come
together and how to conduct themselves in worship, and He saysin verse 10, with good works, with good
works, asis proper for women who profess to worship God. Now, He's not just talking about coming to
church and doing good works. He's talking about how you clothe yourself on adaily basis. and how you
close yourself then as you come to worship and you close yourself in good works. | mean, good works
are those that are given to you by God, how you treat your husband, how you treat your children, how
you are as a coworker.

I mean, just how you are with your heart and what you do. And | always go back to Romans 121. | urge
you, therefore, by the mercies of God that you present your bodies as living sacrifice, holy and acceptable
to God, which is your reasonable service of worship. All right, God's talking about how you lived your
life. You lived your life as a sacrifice for Jesus. You do what he calls you to do. You put him first. You
follow him. You walk hisways. That's what good works are. Well, you live your life with good works.
Ladies, asis appropriate is proper to those who worship God. And then when you come to church, and
you gather together, you're still concerned about God's glory.

You're not concerned about outward appearance. You're concerned about your heart. Then when the
women come together in church like that, the men are lifting up holy hands beside the ladies as they pray.
Everybody's focused on Jesus Christ. Then God gets to glory, right? Then we pray for those that we
should be praying for. People get saved and God changes the world. It's powerful. But man, it's about
him. It's not about us, which isimportant as we continue through this passage because he goeson in
verse 11 and says, awoman isto learn quietly with full submission. | do not allow awoman to teach or
have authority over man instead. She isto remain quiet.

Now, | know as | read that, there's some of the ladieswho are like, al right, Mike, watch your step, right?
because we're not gonna put up with you putting us down,

Right? First of al, let mejust say this, if that's your heart toward the Word of God, it's the wrong heart.
It's the wrong heart. Thisis the Word of God. Thisisn't my opinion. | didn't write this. Thisis not about
trying to suppress women, Thisis not about trying to keep women from attaining to what they want to be
or what they'd like to achieve. Thisisn't about harming women in any way. Thisis about worship. Thisis
about what God says. for ladies to have this kind of heart in order for them to worship the living God.
Now, get it. Let's be honest. | can't tell you that men haven't abused this and used it inappropriately.

| don't know why. | don't know why we would. | don't know why men think they ought to be bigger or
better or stronger or in charge of women. Man, there's some roles that men play. So beit. We should do
those with grace and kindness like Christ doesin all of His glory and all of His authority. | don't know
why sometimes guys would say that women are less important to God than men are. That's ridicul ous.
Christ cameto die for the sins of the world. He died for women just like he died for men. Women are
forgiven just like they are for men. They're given a home and heaven just like men are.
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27:25 | mean, there's no inequality with God. That does not mean that God does not have roles for men and
rolesfor men. It doesn't mean that at all. And quite honestly, who are we to tell God that hisroles are
incorrect? So we should enter this with care, right? And understand that God has good in this. When he
says that awoman isto learn quietly with full submission,

27:57

| urge you, therefore, by the mercies of God that you present your bodies as living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service of worship.

28:34 50 here the Bible's telling us that in the church and in the setting of the church the women are to be
allowed to learn, to sit next to the men that are learning, to sit under the word of God as they're learning,
to have the same experience the men are having and it was an incredible blessing. in the world outside the
church was not allowing women to do this, the church was allowing them to do this. They were
encouraging them to do this, and they wereto learn quietly, and all that meant was they wereto learn
without causing a problem. They were learned without causing disturbance. They were there to be taught
by the Lord in His Word through the people that got it placed before them, through their pastors, through
their teachers, and they were to learn to be blessed for the glory of the Lord, that there would be no
problems within the body

29:29 Of Christ, within the Church. They conduct themselves quietly. Not only that, but they were to learn, and
thisisthe heart part for some of us, right, with full submission. Any of your ladies wrangled just right
then? How many of us love to submit? Do any of your men, you men like to submit? Do any of you
ladies really like to submit? | know some of your go, | do pastor.

29:58 Well, aren't you awesome? Even though you might be a bit of aliar. Submissions atough thing. But |
want you to hear this. He's not saying | want you to submit to the man teaching. He's saying, | want you
to learn quietly with full submission to the Word of God. That's what he's saying, to the Word of God.
Amen. God has, for whatever reason, | have really sometimes no ideawhy thereisn't somebody better,
godlier, smarter, sweeter, stronger than me, pastoring this church. | don't know. | truly don't know. I've
prayed so many times, Lord, | know there's better men. If you want somebody better than me, raise them
up and send me somewhere else.

30:55 | truly don't always know. But | know, yes, sometimes God has given me authority, but | don't ever seek
to carry out my authority to hurt somebody. Kwanasi, what aridiculous, painful, serious offense that
would be for me. Right, that's something | desire. Truth be known is | would always rather say, thisis
what the word of God says, so we're gonna stand on the word of God. Now, have people gotten mad at
me for doing that?Yeah. You better believe it. And I'm not going to change for that. Because it isthe
Word of God that dictates to us who we are as a church. So therefore, we're going to stand on the Word of
God.

3144 And ladies, it should not be offensive for us to call you to submit to the Word of God. That's a gift to all
of us aswe do that. So to learn quietly, without causing disturbance to be in full submission to the Word
of God leads us into what he says then he says | don't allow a woman to teach or have authority over a
man instead she has to remain quiet he's talking about corporate worship right when he says | don't allow
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awoman to teach he says | don't allow awoman to teach aman that is because to teach a man meansto
have authority over aman That's what that means.

Teaching isaway of having authority, of speaking with authority in that once people hear the word of
God, they respond to the word of God. And he says, | don't allow awoman to do that. That is not her
role. He gives us a couple of reasons herein aminute. They may not be sufficient for you, but they are
sufficient to God. And so he says, okay, | don't et awoman teach aman. That doesn't mean a woman
can't teach. There are some women that | know that are fantastic teachers that know the Word of God that
are able to speak and convey the Word of God in powerful ways, but it's not their role to teach a man,
specifically in corporate settings, but even in smaller groups, |

Still believe it's the role of the man. It's God's Word. He chose it. Make it stop right here and go, | don't
really know why God chose it thisway. The truth is, | don't need to know. Isn't it enough that it's God's
word? Ladiesisn't it enough?

Reasons from Creation and the Fall

It should be enough. His word is good. We love his word. We love the powerful passages that we have in
God's word. Why would we want to rip out some that we decide we don't like? Why not take him as
good? He says awoman is not allowed to have authority over aman. She's not allowed to teach. She's not
allowed to have authority. That means she's not to have this role that holds this man accountable, if you
will, to what's being said and what's being taught and what's being done. | know we kind of go, well, |
don't really like that. It's not about us. Ladies, it's not about men. | mean, | hear this resonating in my
head sometimes as I'm preaching as a man to

You ladies. Well, it's easy for you to say you man. Well, I'm sorry. Whether you like it or not, that is what
God has called meto. It's my role. It's not because | don't love you that | preach truth to you. It's because
I loveyou. If | didn't love you, I'd skip things like this. and you'd go on in your own ways with your own
understanding of God's word and you'd go on into struggles and heartaches that keep you from the Lord.

It's not about loving you. Men loving you means | speak truth to you. Amen? After the first service, | get
done doing Lord supper in thiswoman immediately walks up here and she goes, can | seeyou? | love
her, she loves me, so I'm not really scared, but I'm kinda. I'm like, oh, good. And she goes, so | know a
guy who's dying, and I'm gonna go witness to him,

Doeswhat you just preached. | mean, | can't witness to this man. | said, no.

Honestly, please let's be careful. The Bible calls us to be witnesses. The Bible calls us to go make
disciples. The Bible calls us to care about the laws. The Bible calls usto do that. If thisman is dying,
please go tell him about Jesus. Thisis not what thisis talking about. Thisistalking about teaching in
public over men, having authority over men isto tell them what to do. And even that is a struggle for us
sometimes. 1'm going to pick on Brenda again. | don't mean to and that's not picking on her. | know she
just doesn't like me to talk about her.
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But it wouldn't be hard for us to say to Brenda, you be our worship leader. As Brenda's incredibly godly,
she'sincredibly smart. She'sincredibly gifted. She'sincredibly talented. | love everything about her. | do.
But this passage scripture tells me that that's not her role. Even though it'd be tempting, and it'd be easy
because | trust her. It's not that | don't trust her. And she does alot. She puts our worship services
together. She does alot of things. He'sincredibly gifted. And I'm so very thankful for it. And | would
never truly ever want to hurt her ever. | promise you. But | don't know the freedom in that doesn't say to
Brenda, I'm going to put you in a place where God says | shouldn't put you.

And put in our church things that aren't supposed to be there. | can't do that. | just can't do that. No matter
what my sensibilities might say, it is not about us. It's about him entrusting him in worship. Ladies, it's
trusting him in no way demeans you because there are so many women I'm thankful for my wife. My
wifeisincredible. We talked about this pastor's scripture last night and she has so much insight and so
many questions, things that | don't know. | don't know how to answer. All of you are going to have those
guestions when we're done. And | can just tell you right now, | don't have all the answers. So | ask, if you
will, but know that | am alimited man for sure.

But I'm not limited in what the word says. It saysit, so we can trust it, right? So then he goes on and
gives us a couple of reasons why thisistrue. Why women are to remain silent in the corporate setting. It
says, for Adam was formed first, then Eve. And Adam was not deceived, but the woman was deceived
and transgressed. So the first reason he gives us that there's an order in creation, Adam was formed first,
and then Eve. Apparently that has something to do with God saying that a man has the role of teaching
and authority and the woman does not. That has part of it that there's an order in worship and an order in
creation.

The second one, thisis alittle tougher, says that Adam was not deceived, but the woman was deceived
and transgressed. And al of you go, well, | thought Adam was deceived. No, Adam was sinful. | don't
know the Adam was deceived. Adam was handed the fruit and said, eat it. | ateit. You should eat it too.
Now maybe he was deceiving him but he saw the fruit, right? So okay, he sinned. Matter of fact, all sin
goes back to Adam, not Eve. But because she was deceived by the serpent, because he talked her in,
convinced her, deceived her into eating and she transgressed. Apparently that has part of what God says
iswhy women aren't to teach and have authority over men.

For you are saved by grace through faith and thisis not of yourselves. It's a gift of God not from works,
lest any man should boast.

Good enough for God. Ladies, I'm not trying to, I'm not trying to skirt the issue. These aren't hard verses.
Somebody said to me, hey, Pastor, I'm praying for you today because you're preaching a hard passage.
Nope. Only one versein hereis hard. And that's the next one.

Conclusion: Worshiping Him Together
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These verses aren't hard. They say what they say. What they mean isit's hard because when you say it,
people aren't going to likeit. Well, | hope you'll hear it. | hope you understand it. | hope you'll submit to
it because it's what God wants for ladies. And apparently, let me be very, very blunt. God knows that
there are some ladies that struggle with submission.

Apparently, that's true. Or thiswouldn't be in here. Amen. So then let's look at this and finish up this
passage. it says, but she will be saved through childbearing if they continue in faith, love, and holiness
with good sense.

That's a hard verse. Holy cow, you can read about what it means to be saved through childbearing for
page after page after book, after book, after confusing statement, after confusing statement. So here, as
I've prayed, thisiswhat | believe the Lord istelling us. | believeit's in context with this passage scripture.
First of al, the first thing that we know is that people are not saved by bearing children. They're not
saved, they're not born again by bearing children. If that's true, if you can be saved by bearing children,
all of usmen are out.

Right? And it's not what the Bible teaches anyway. Ephesians 2, 8, 9 says, for you are saved by grace
through faith and thisis not of yourselves. It's a gift of God not from works, let's say, man, should boast,
right? Salvation, eternal salvation comes through faith in Jesus Christ alone, what he did on the cross and
through hisresurrection. That'sit. So is he talking about eternal salvation here? No. He's been telling the
ladies, here's where you are, here's how you're to act, here's how to conduct yourself in the household of
God. And he's continuing to do that.

He says, but she will be saved through child bearing. Now, some women are going to get mad at me
about saying thistoo. That really one of the primary gifts and one of the primary responsibilities of
women. And | know it's not true of all women. It's child-bearing. Men can't do it.

Men can't do it. Even in the screwed up world we live in today, they claim that somehow men can have
children. Men can't do it. They don't have the plumbing. They don't have the ability. They can't do it. So
when you look at ladies and what God has given to them, they've been given the gift of bearing children.
There's al kinds of nuances, and there's all kinds of thoughts about this. But | believe what he's saying is,
iswalk where God has given you the gift to walk. walk in childbearing and show your life in Christ
through how you live for Christ and what He's given you to live in. And He expands this to the place
where we understand what He's talking about.

He says, if they continue in faith and love and holiness and good sense, faith and love and holiness, their
demonstrations of who God isin a person'slife. Their demonstrations of those that have been saved. So
the woman that lives her life in the role that God has given her through faith and with love and in holiness
and with good sense or with self-control, that woman then demonstrates the godliness and the
righteousness that he's pointing to in this passage. The kind of Roman, then, that praise for everyone and
praise for kings and praise for those in authority. The kind of woman that cares about people being saved.
Shelivesin her place where God has given her to live.

Like the men should live in the place where God has given them the place to live. It's not about us. You
see, it's not about us. It'sreally about him. It's about worshiping him the way we should worship him. It's
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not about promoting our rights. It's not about promoting ourselves. It's not about trying to be bitter. It's
not about trying to change the roles and change the ways and change God. It's not about that. It's about
actually coming to God as a good God who's faithful. moving to the place that he wants us to move to by
faith, trusting him, walking well with one another.

Matter of fact, it's about this. | mean, it's about this. Here we are, about to remember what Christ has
done for us. We're about to say that Jesus Christ died on the cross for us. His body was broken for us. His
blood was shed for us. He saved us. And we want to remember His sacrifice for us so that every day we
can worship Him and honor Him and love Him. And then we want to say somehow,

But I'm only going to do it the way | want to. No, that's not remembering Him. That's not honoring Him.
That's not worshiping Him. When we come to Christ and we see His Word, we can trust it to be good
even if we don't find it easy to follow. We can come to His Word and know that it's good because He gave
Hislife on the cross for us and demonstrated His love toward us in that while we read Sinner's Christ
died for us. So then in response, to his word and his goodness, we can lift up holy hands. We as men are
uncomfortable doing that.

So lot. And women, right? You can learn quietly in full submission without speaking because women
aren't allowed to teach in the corporate setting or have authority over men according to God's word. And
you can walk in your ways in holiness and righteousness, where you are ladies and where you are men,
and we can worship the Savior.

Can we work on that together? Can we do that for His glory? Can we put aside our pride, put aside our
bitterness, put aside our rights, and just worship Him? We're about to do this. While these guys decons
you guys, come on down. While they're coming down, while the praise teams coming up, | want to say
this, while they're distributing the bread and the juice, may it be a great time for you to lift up some holy
hands.

And I'm not going to watch whether you do it or not makes no difference to me whatsoever, but it will
make a difference to you and to the Lord God Almighty. Ladies, if you've been recoiling or even
rebelling in your heart against some of the things that God has said in His word today, why not take this
time and go, Lord, I'm sorry. | don't want to have arebellious heart. | want to have a heart for Christ.

Why not work on that? And then as we come to the Lord's table, man, we can really worship Him. Amen.
All right, man, go ahead and pass out the elements. Please rest of us. Let's pray. Let's worship.
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