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God's Faithful Initiative

0: 00 Turn over to Luke chapter one. We're obviously less than three weeks from the day that we celebrate the
birth of Christ, but | hope that we celebrate what God has done for us al year long. Every day, it'san
amazing thing to just think about God and His goodness. Do you think about that? Do you really think
about that? We live in a pretty tough world. We get that chaos, heartache, evil, lots of struggles and hurts,
but we have afaithful God.

0: 34

In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin
engaged to a man named Joseph of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. And the angel
came to her and said, 'Greetings, favored woman, the Lord is with you.' But she was deeply troubled by
this statement, wondering what kind of greeting this could be. Then the angel told her, 'Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. Now listen, you will conceive and give birth to a son,
and you will name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the
Lord God will give himthe throne of his father David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever,
and his kingdom will have no end." Mary asked the angel, '"How can this be, since | have not had

sexual relations with a man?' The angel replied to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore, the Holy One to be born will be called the
Son of God. And consider your relative Elizabeth — even she has conceived a son in her old age, and
thisis the sixth month for her who was called childless. For nothing will be impossible with God." 'l am
the Lord's servant,' said Mary. ‘May it happen to me as you have said.' Then the angel left her.

121 But she was deeply troubled by this statement wondering what kind of greeting this could be. Then the
angel told her, do not be afraid, Mary, for you found favor with God. Now listen, you will conceive and
give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the son of the most
high, and the Lord God will give him the throne of hisfather, David. He will reign over the house of
Jacob forever and his kingdom will have no end. Mary asked the angel, How can this be since |'ve not
had sexual relations with the man? The angel replied to her, the Holy Spirit will come upon you and the
power of the most high will overshadow you.

1:59 Therefore, the Holy One will be born, the Holy One to be born will be called the Son of God. And
consider your relative Elizabeth, even she has conceived a son in her old age and thisis the sixth month
for her who was called childless. For nothing will be impossible with God. I'm the Lord's servant,” said
Mary. May it happen to me, as you have said, than the angel left her. Let's pray. Heavenly Father, thank
you for the chance to come together, to worship, not just to sing, not just to pray, but

2:37 To come into your presence, Lord God through your Word, to allow your Word through your Holy Spirit
to speak to us. Some of us, Lord God, have heard this passage many times, which means maybe, Lord
God, we need to be more sensitive than we've ever been before to what you have for us. And | pray that
you would help us with that, Lord. Some of us maybe heard this passage for the first time. And we, same
thing, Lord, we pray that we'd be open and ready and willing to hear what you have to say to us.
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God, you're righteous and holy and just. And we need you. There are people here this morning that have
never trusted you a savior. And | pray that even today they'd believe in Christ and be given new life.

Many of us, Lord, God need encouragement, protection, guidance, wisdom. | pray to provide al the
things that we need. But above al, | pray that you'll be worshiped and glorified among us. In Jesus name
| pray, amen. So if you were amen's prayer breakfast yesterday, | shared kind of the simple things about
this passage. But | had planned on preaching a different passage basically all week long. And God just
wouldn't et me move away from this passage this morning. And quite honestly, it'sjust too It's just too
swest, it's too powerful, it'stoo profound. There's so many things about this passage that you could pick
out and just spend one message on each one, but it's such an incredible thing when you think about what
isactualy taking place.

Here we know that this angel Gabriel comesto Mary in Nazareth of Galilee. Nazareth of Galilee was not
ahigh traffic area. It was alittle village, unknown village. It wasn't anything impressive to anybody. It
was on the main thoroughfare if you will. It was kind of on the back side of the mountain awvay from the
main trade route. It was out of the way place. Mary was just ayoung teenage girl, 13, 14, 15, 16 years
old, we're not quite sure, but young lady and she was engaged to a man that was a carpenter and really
nothing special about these guys. And we can talk about that a little bit more in a minute, but the truth be
told isthat thisis

After 400 years I've really no new messages from God. The 400 years from the prophet Malachi, all the
way basically people count till when John the Baptist was born and began preaching, there was no real
word from God. Through his prophets, we call it the Inter Testamental period, and God had just been
being God. He hadn't been speaking. Things weren't so easy. You know, it'd be tough to not hear from
God. Now God had given promises, right? the promise of the Messiah coming. We knew he was coming.
We even knew what town he would be born in. We had al kinds of different things from God to know
that he was on the way, but if you were living in that time, you would probably have probably very little
expectation of hearing from God,

Right? | mean, some of us even today go, where is God when | need Him? Why isn't God speaking? Why
can't | hear from God?You know, | hear people say to me sometimes, | think God has abandoned me. |
think God has forsaken me. Some people even say because | haven't heard from God the way | want to
hear from God, then maybe I'm wrong about who God is at all. Maybe it doesn't exist at al, right? |
mean, you think they didn't think things like that back in these days? L et's struggle to know who God
was. Let's struggle to believe in God. Was God active during those 400 years? Absolutely. The Bible says
that God holds all things together by the power of His Word.

He's holding creation together every single day in those days. He knew them by name every single day.
Just like he knows you and | by name every single day. He knows what we're doing. He knows where
we're going. He knows where we're hurting. He knows what we need. He's not distant from us. He's well
aware of us, which is fantastic. But | mean, for most of us, if we were Mary, we
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Wouldn't have been expecting a visit from God's messenger, right? | mean, quite honestly, you know, we
try to figure out sometimes why did God send Jesus into the world when He sent Jesus into the world?
And if you come up with areally profound answer to that, you're probably going to be wrong

Because only one that knows that is God. And the whole great thing about God is that he has atime and
he has away and he has a message and he has an answer in the right time. And that's what we see
happening here. Mary's just going about her everyday life. She's probably planning on what it's gonna
look like for her wedding day and what it's gonnalook like to be awife and what it's gonnalook like
hopefully to be a mother, but she's not expecting God to intervene to inject himself in such a profound
way. But man, hallelujah. And the truth be known about this passage when we first read it isjust, you
know, the angel Gabriel was sent by God to atown in Galilee called Nazareth.

Thiswasn't happenstance. This wasn't accidental. Thiswas God saying, | know what the world needs. |
know when the world needs this and I'm gonna take the initiative to send this message to this young lady
to prepare her for my son's entrance into this world. | love that so much.

God Chooses Ordinary People

| love that so much. | love it so much that you and | can trust God to do what needs to be done at the right
time. | know sometimes we wonder why God haven't you answered this prayer? Why haven't you taken
care of this situation? Lord God, where are you? Why are you delaying, if you will?

The truth be known is that we don't have to be afraid of God stepping in at the right time because He
loves us. You talk about a picture of love. You think about this. Why would God even care at al about
sinful people that have mistreated him, dishonored him, rebelled against him, disobeyed him?

We could go on and on and on and on. The mystery has never been, why isn't God doing more? The
mystery is always, why did God love usin the first place? And you and | have got to come to that place
becauseit is sweet and powerful and deep to think about God choosing to love us. The Bible says, and
first John, and | don't know the chapter on verse, I'm sorry, but saysthisislove, not that we first loved
him, but

What? Hefirst loved us. Thisisthe proof of that, right? So he says the angel Gabriel sent by God to a
town in Galilee called Nazareth to a virgin engaged to a man named Joseph of the house of David. The
virgin's name was Mary. That's really al we know about Mary. It's al we know about Joseph. All we
know is that they live in Nazareth. All we know is that they're engaged. We don't know anything more
about them. Quite honestly, the truth be told isthey're just regular people. They're just regular people. |
know there are people who claim that somehow she was divine or somehow she was sinless, but that's not
what this says, but | fact the Bible contradicts that, right?

The Bible says, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, all, there's none who are good,
none, not even one. Thisisn't ayoung couple that iswalking around with light shining out their ears. This
isjust ayoung couple. Thisisayoung coupleto livein a
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Nowhere place. Matt grew up in Fairberry, lllinois. | know where these people grew up. There wasn't
much happened in Fairberry, lllinois. Ever. There wasn't much expectations. There wasn't much
expectations for me to do something special, or go someplace special, or be someplace special. My dad
was aload of trucksfor aliving, grew up on afarm. | mean, there's,

I'm ordinary. I'm as vanillaas you could be. | can't understand what this looks like. Thisisayoung
woman that had absolutely no expectation of God choosing her to do something as profound and
miraculous as what he chose her for. But that's also an incredible thing to think about as we go through
this passage. Right? God knew Mary.

What made Mary special was not who she wasin their socia order, or in her age, or her wisdom, or even
in her righteousness. What made her specia was that God had created her newer before he formed her in
her mother's womb, and that he chose her. Not just chose her to bear Christ the Messiah, but chose her to
be his child through Christ. beside her son.

And you and I, man, we would do well sometimes to realize that what really sets us apart is not our
uniqueness in the way we look or the skills that we have or the knowledge that we have or whatever it is.
That's not what sets us apart. What sets us apart is a God who knows us and loves us and sees where we
are and has a purpose for us. And so many Christians today, they're convinced that because they're
ordinary, God doesn't really want to do anything through them. Are you one of those people today? that
you think, well, I'm just ordinary. | don't really have much to offer. Well, | promise you Mary didn't think
she had much to offer.

| promise you she didn't think, hey, there's something special about me. So God, surely gonna do a work
inmy life. So because I'm so special. No, we know that because when he tells her, he says greetings
highly favored one, she's troubled. What in the world does that mean?

| don't see myself as special. And yet hereis our God not only breaking into life as we would know it to
bring the Messiah into the world, but he's breaking into this ordinary girl's life to have her do something
that she could have never asked for or imagined al for his glory. Now if you're a Christian here today,
You're specia because He chose you. You are beautiful because He saved you. But you are a so beautiful
and unique because He wants to use you. He wants to do something through you. And many of us are
here ducking God by going, I'm not that special and I'm not that important but | don't have that many
skills.

And it's not about that. It's not about that at all. It's not about you. What does God want to do through
you? Then we live in aunique time. We live in amore difficult time than I've ever known in my life.
There are more people that are confused about God. And if he is God and who Christ isand if he'sthe
Savior, if there's somebody else, there's so many people walking around this city that we live in, then they
really believe they don't need anything in their life. They're gonna be enough for themselves. They don't
need save. They don't need to depend on God. They're gonna be fine. One of these days they're gonna
either die and go nowhere.

They're gonna die before God and go look at me. I'm so good. Why don't you let me into heaven? Do you
not know these people? | talk to them all the time. Do you talk to them all the time? Man, they're all
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around us and what do they need? They need Jesus and they need Jesus through us. That means you
better figure out what God wants for your life and be about it, be willing to share the hope of Jesus Christ
with Him because He's chosen us like He chose Mary, right?

Greetings, Favored One

Well, we go on. The virgin's name was Mary and the angel came to her and said, greetings, favored
woman, the Lord iswith you. Now | love this because Gabriel is basically just amessenger. | know we
call him angels. Angelsisjust aword that's not been translated, been trandliterated. It actually means
messengers. If we actually trandated it wouldn't be city of angelsin California. It'd be city of
messengers. It gives awhole different context to Los Angeles, doesn't it? Messengers. But this Gabriel
told Daniel... I'm Gabriel who stands in the presence of the living God. That's crazy to me. So this
messenger who stands in the presence of the living God, he shows up at this young lady's house in this
little tiny village of nobody's and saysto her,

Greetings favorite one. He's excited. He's come to see Mary who has been favored by God. Now that's
pretty amazing because he's excited. Matter of fact, favored one means richly blessed one. So he basically
comesin and says, greetings, richly blessed one.

But Mary, like | said, she's not quite sure. What else does that mean? | live in Nazareth. I'm gonna marry
a carpenter. I'm not upset about that, but favored one, richly blessed one. She's troubled by that. And |
find it pretty refreshing actually because, man, there's some people that actually believe they deserve all
the grace and love that God has given them. Can | just say that No one, not one of us,

Actually deserves to hear God say greetings favorite one. | know some people go, band pastor, don't talk
about us being sinners all the time. Just the other night at WBI had a man tell me, I'm not, I'm not really a
sinner. | said, you've never sinned. Oh, maybe a couple times, but you know, it wasn't really, really bad.

And | said, well, compared to who, | said, because you know, I'm not talking about sinning against me.
I'm talking about God. And | went through the Ten Commandments and he got up and left. | mean, if you
think there aren't people even in this sanctuary here today that don't think

That they're that bad, you'd be mistaken. Mary was like, who am |1? that the messenger of God would
come in here and say, greetings, favored one. And quite honestly, | hope that we will have the
understanding that, man, when God chooses to reveal Himself to us, and when we realize that God chose
to sin Jesus Christ, His Son, the Messiah into this world,

We should be humbled by that. We should go, Lord, Your love is the indescribable thing here. The
indescribable part is that the holy God, the perfect God, the righteous God would even consider me. It's
almost said, what is man that you are mindful of him or the son of man that you would even consider
him?

That'swhat Mary is saying. What kind of greeting is this, that you would call me favored one when | am
just an ordinary, regular sinner? Well, points to the greatness of our God, doesn't it? So he continues on,
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says he was deeply troubled by this statement, wondering what kind of greeting thiswould be. And | love
this, as verse 30, the angel told her, do not be afraid, Mary. for you have found favor with God.

You know, one of the hard parts for us sometimes is to have a balance, right? The Bible saysit got as
opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble. So when we actually have the audacity to say to
God, I'm so good, | don't blame you for saving me. That's the wrong balance. But to have the
understanding that we are important to God, That's huge, right?

Do Not Be Afraid — You Have Found Favor with God

The other part of it is sometimes is that we really wonder if we found favor with God. Many, many
Christians, they till struggle and we found favor with God. Many timeswe're afraid. | talk to a
considerable number of people that really struggle to trust their salvation. You know, maybe you're one of
those people that you go, | believe that Jesus died from my sins. | believe that He rose again on the third
day, but I'm such asinner that | don't know how | can trust His salvation. | keep falling short. Well, if
that's you, that's metoo. | fall short. | don't know how anybody could say you don't fall short. First John 1
tellsusif we say that we have sin, we deceive ourselves and we make God aliar.

We have sin, right? But does that mean we haven't found favor with God? Of course that does not mean
we haven't found favor with God. How do we know we found favor with God? We find favor with God
through Christ. Christ came into this world. God showed His favor to us. There wasn't that God just
showed favor to Mary to be the mother of Jesus. He was showing favor to Mary to send Jesus into this
world to be the Savior. Then you and I, man, we don't have to be afraid. So many peoplelivein fear asif
God's not gonna come through for them, or if God's not gonna care for them, or maybe if they make the
wrong step, God's gonna stop caring for them.

That's not true. If you put your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, then you have received the salvation that
cannot be taken from you. It cannot be stolen from you. It cannot be ripped out. You can't rip yourself
out. It's Christ. He's the favor. You wanna know if you found favor with God? L ook to Jesus Christ, sent
from the Father, born of avirgin, lived asinless life, died on the cross for our sins. He became our sin.

Died for our sin, rose from the dead on the third day. If that's not favor with God, | don't know if favor is.
Man, don't be afraid. He says there, don't be afraid. You found favor with God. How many of us could be
set free from some dehilitating anxiety or some debilitating fear or some enslavement to some sin if we
just look to God and go. He has shown me favor. He has shown me favor. He loves me. And | know
because of Christ. | know because of Christmas. | know because of Easter. | know because of so many
other things.

Don't be afraid. You found favor with God. And then he begins to give his message, right? He just
greeted her, worked her through the greeting. He has a message. It's an incredible message for Mary. He
says, now listen, you will conceive and give birth to ason. I'll just stop right there.

Generated by SermonSync Page 7



23:

24

24:

25:

25:

26:

26:

27:

27:

57

40

57

25

39

05

29

02

27

Can you imagine? She even says, later on, how's this possible? I've not known a man. But can you
imagine what would have started going through your head? You're gonna conceive and have a son. If |
told some of you that today, you'd be like, what? No way. Not possible, don't want to. What about my
family? What about my friends? What about my community? What about al, al, al, al, right? There's
no. Thisis my message. God's message for you. You're gonna conceive. You're gonna have a son. And it
gets even better. And you'll name him Jesus.

He'll be great. He'll be called the son of the most high. And the Lord God will give him the throne of his
father, Dave, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and his kingdom will have no end. All
right, Mary, you're gonna conceive, you're gonna have son, you're gonna name Jesus.

Man over in Matthew chapter one, we'll look at that passage next week, but Matthew chapter one, verse
21, when the angel's talking to Joseph, he says, she will bear a son, and he will call his name Jesus. where
he will save his people from their sins. Mary, you're going to have a son. He's going to be the savior of
the world. He's going to save his people from their sins.

And it just keeps building because then he says helll be great. He'll be called the son of the most high.
He'll be great.

He Will Be Great — The Identity of the Coming King

Now, put yourself in Mary's spot. She livesin an unknown town, basically. She livesin atown in Galilee,
which isthe, for second class, Isragli citizens. You got to go down to Judah to Jerusalem to befirst class
Isragli citizens. They live in second class, lower class,

Galilee. There's no expectation of greatness from the Galileans. Not a fact when Philip told Nathaniel
he'd found the Messiah and he was from Nazareth. I'm pretty sure if I'm not right on the names, forgive
me but | think thisisright. Nathaniel said, can anything good come from Nazareth?

Right? I'm not making this stuff up. Why would she ever think anything great would come from her? The
truth was it wasn't from her. She's going to be the vessel, but the greatness came from who she was
bearing, the Son of God. He'll be called the Son of the Most High. It's one of my favorite names for God,
God, most high.

There aren't any other gods, but there isn't anything higher than the Lord God Almighty. He's gonna be
the son of the most high God. There's nothing like him. There's gonna be nothing like him. After he's
born, there was nothing like him before the son of the most high. This child you're gonna haveis
unspeakably glorious and great. And he goes on

And he says, the Lord God will give him the throne of his father, David. Now thisisreally important. He
has got it promised that David would have a descendant that would always sit on the throne of Israel.
Matter of fact in 2 Samuel 7, 12 and 13, God says to David, when your days are complete and you lie
down with your fathers, | will raise up your descendant after you who will come forth from you, meaning
of your line. And | will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name. And | will establish
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the throne of his kingdom forever.

Man, this angel, he'stelling Mary, God's message is telling you that the one that's been promised to be
the eternal King over the people of God is going to be born through you. A powerful thought isthat. I'm
going to fulfill my promise. He's going to reign forever. He goes on,

He says, he will reign over the house of Jacob forever and his kingdom will have no end. Man, | was
reading this to the day and just the thought, his kingdom will have no end. | love that so much. | mean,
we are people of kingdoms. Whether we want to admit it or not, we build our kingdoms, right?
Sometimesit's just our house. How many of you are building your kingdom at your house? You're fixing
your house right now. Anybody working at your house right now? Isn't that alovely kingdom?

Because guess what happens when you're done without part of your house? You'll have to fix another part
of your house. And if that doesn't happen, then your house is just gonnafall down, which one of these
daysthe Bible says, everything that's not eternal is gonna be destroyed anyway, right? The Bible says so.
Your kingdom, if it's your house, is not gonnalast. Your kingdom, if it'syour health. | lovethat. | go to
the gym just so you know,

Makes me feel good, right? It does make me look better. But | love the ones that are in the gym because
their kingdom is their health. And then one day they're not in the gym

Because their health has broken them. They can't go to the gym. Your health isn't gonna last forever for
sure. Some people like, oh man, I'm not worried about anything but my country. My country is my
kingdom. Well, the USisn't going to last forever either. And | love our country, but it's not going to last
forever.

But thereisaking. Thereisaking. And he has a kingdom. And it's an everlasting kingdom. It's never
gonnaend, not ever, not for any reason. And he's the only one that has the power to make it eternal. And
he's the only one that has the power to make you part of it. And his nameis Jesus. And if you wannabe a
part of the kingdom that has no end,

You've gottatrust Christ as your Lord and Savior. He's the one. The message was, I'm sending the one
and only savior of all mankind. I'm showing favor on all mankind. You're going to bear the sun that is
called the sun of the most high God. He's going to be great. He's going to reign on David's throne. He's
going to reign over the people of God and his kingdom's going to be forever. One of the great pictures of
the eternal kingdom is back in the book of Daniel. And again, | don't know the chapter, but many lists off
all these kingdoms. And then he talks about this rock that's carved out of the mountain without hands.

And it rolls down and it hits the bottom of these other kingdoms and all these other kingdoms are
shattered. And it talks about the kingdom of heaven that is the eternal kingdom and the kingdom that's
gonnareign. And he's being born through Mary. for us. And | get so humble sometimes

Nothing Will Be Impossible with God
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At who Christis. For me, who Christ isfor you? Matter of fact, | get so broken sometimes when | talk
with people about Christ and they act like he's nothing and they act like he's not important and they act
like they don't want him. | get so broken, | just like, got what? What's gonna take? What's gonna happen
to see these people come to know this king that's been so good to me? who keeps me, who secures me,
who loves me, who forgives me, who guides me and protects me. It's so personal to me. These passages
are so personal to me. God's saying, I'm sending the one, the one you need, and there isn't anyone like
him, and nothing else will be sufficient.

He's great. He's glorious. He's savior. He's Messiah. Well, Mary, here's all this, and she says, how can this
be? Since | had sexual relations with a man. Some people say, well, she's obviously doubting him. | don't
think so, because at verse 38, she says, incredible faith. Incredible faith. What she's saying is what alot

of us say sometimesis

Practically speaking. It'simpossible for me to be pregnant. It'sjust that ssmple for her. It'simpossible for
me to be pregnant. And many of us here are very pragmatic. Are you pragmatic? You know what you
see?You've heard? You see how things work? You've got things under control because you know, you
know so much, right? It could never possibly work

If it's not within the realm of physical laws and biology and so forth. Well, how mistaken we are, right?
Because | love the explanation. The angel says, they're the Holy Spirit, will come upon you. The power
of the most high will overshadow you. Therefore, the Holy One to be born will be called the Son of God.
All right, Mary, you wanna know how thisis gonnawork?

God's gonna do it. God's gonna do it. He's gonna overshadow with you. He's gonna put his son in you.
That's how you're gonna be pregnant. | actually kinda love that. because that's really insufficient for many
of you, isn't it? Some of you are like, come on. | need alittle more explanation. No, you don't. What you
need isto know who God is. Man, for some of us, we just need to relax every now and then and go, you
know what, | know God. | don't need to have him tell me the answers. | don't need to have him explain it
to me. | know God. And if God wantsto do it, he can do it.

That's great with me. Man, where do we come to the place where we've told God we have to explain? He
has to explain everything to us. Do you think we could handle that? Do you think we could actually
handle somehow a God who's so powerful and so sovereign and so amazing that he can place his son
inside a physical woman when we come to Philippians chapter two and we talk about have this attitude in
yourself which isalso in Christ Jesus who athough he existed in the form of God did not regard equality
with God athing to be grasped but emptied himself and took the form of abond serving in the form of a
man, you think we could comprehend that?

We can't comprehend that. So God just said to her, hey, you know what? Got this. | got this. The Holy
Spirit's gonnado awork in you that can't be done physically. Man, | don't know about you, but | need
that from God. I'm not the smartest guy in the world. I'm not even close. I'm not close.

We play trivia, Beth and | read trivia questions all the time. Shewins all thetime. | try to find a different
box of them. She keeps winning.
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After awhile, | just play adifferent game because it's not fun to lose al the time because she's smarter
than | am.

It's not even fun to admit that, but it'sjust true. But | know this. | need a God and | have a God who can
do more than | can do. Do you? Do you need that God?

| Am the Lord's Servant — A Response of Faith

Some of you are here and you've never trusted Christ and you're like, | don't know what will happen if |
trust Christ. | don't know what's going to happen if | actually surrender myself and believe in Him and
say, I'm going to follow Him. How's that going to work in my life?

WEell, you don't have to know the answer to that. You just have to know that it's gonna work because he
said it would work. Now when | trusted Christ, He changed my heart, He changed my mind. | knew
instantly, I knew | was not the same. | couldn't think the same, do the same, act the same, go the same
places. | knew. When | was sinned, when | sinned today, he still saysto me, hey, knock it off. What do
you think you're doing? That's wrong, repent. He does this work that | can't fully comprehend sometimes.
And he doesn't work in me that | can't always understand even in a physical realm. Does he not do that
for you?

Man, sometimes we just think God is like us. and therefore limited. He's not like us and he's not limited.
So hetells her, man, I'll put this child in you. And because of that, the one who will be born will be called
the Son of God. He will not have an earthly father. He could not have an earthly father. He would have
been a sinner just like the rest of us.

He's the Son of God. He's a sinless one. He's the one that would then be qualified to be the sacrifice for
the sins of the world. He didn't deserve it, but laid down hislife. And because of his great value as a son
of God, his sacrifice was sufficient for the payment you and | owed. God did the work and God will do
the work in your life. And you won't have to figure it out. Just trust him.

And then he says, consider your relative Elizabeth. Even she has conceived his son in her old age. And
thisisthe sixth month for her who was called childless. He says, man, if you don't think | can do it for
you, | did it for your cousin, she's old.

And she has a child who would soon be John the Baptist. Well, he says for nothing will be impossible
with God. Don't you love that? Nothing. Nothing. Are you in dire straits this morning? Nothing is
impossible with God. Are you endaved by something? Be it sin, addiction, spiritual forces? Are you
endlaved? And you're like, how am | going to be free? Nothing is impossible with God.

Financial troubles, heartache, marital struggles, relationship struggles, and some of you are just
overwhelmed by various things that's not hard. Thisworld's atough place, but nothing isimpossible with
God. If He can impregnate a young woman,
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With His Son that He might save the world through His Son. Can He not deliver us, forgive us, save us,
protect us, provide for us? Can He not? Oh, He can. He so can. He so can. And He will trust Him. But in
fact, we end this passage with this profound verse.

Mary says, see, I'm the Lord's servant. Now that in itself is profound. Thisis an overwhelming thing God
has said is going to happen in your life. You're not only going to carry this child for nine months, but this
child's going to live in your home. You're going to be the one that feeds him, changes his diapers,
watches him grow God's son. Talk about pressure.

Thisis going to be a huge call beyond what she can handle. And Mary goes, see, it's not about what |
want, Father. | am the Lord's servant. So what you want, God, iswhat | do.

See, that's part of the key to Christ in our life and the difference that he makes. We're not the Lord.
There'sonly one Lord, that's Christ. He'sthe Lord. So if you say to me, Lord, follow me, serve me, give,
forgive, love, you name it. Our responses the servant of the Lord, whatever you want, whatever you want.

But then she said, may it happen to me as you have said. That's faith. Lord, you've told me you were
going to do something in my life that can't be physically accomplished by anyone on earth. But | trust
you. So let it happen to me as you have said. So what How does that apply to us? How does this passage
apply to us? Well, first of al, we have to see the greatness and the goodness and the love of God

Choosing to send Christ into thisworld. Not our choice, not our plan, not our timing, God's love, chose to
send a Savior for every single one of us. Hallelujah. That's amazing. We have to see that God give a
promise of one that would reign and that would rule forever. And all who would call upon his name
would be saved and become a part of his kingdom. You don't have to be outside. You can be in the
kingdom. But we also have to see. We don't approach God telling him how it's going to be. No, we go
Lord servants and we trust you. Some of you, man, you've thought about Jesus. You've prayed, maybe
Jesus will save you, but you haven't been willing to go, here's my life, Lord.

| trust you. | need you to forgive me. | need you to make my mind and my heart new. | need you to give
me eternal life. | can't do it on my own, but | trust you. You've got to trust that Jesus Christ died on the
cross and paid the price for your sins and that everything that needs to be done for you to be saved has
been done by Him.

And your faith in Him will be sufficient. And when you trust Him, He'll transform you and bless you and
fill you with His presence and give you ajoy and a peace that you can't have apart from Him. You've got
to come by faith. And some of us ask Christians, We gotta return to faith.

We gotta quit thinking. Everything's on our shoulders. Everything's responsible. We're responsible for
everything in our life. It's not true. We are responsible to seek Him, to hear from Him, and to obey Him.
Heisresponsible for our care and our provisions and our ability. How about we trust Him?

If you've never trusted Christ, why not now? Say, Lord, | believe you died for me. | believe you rose
again. | know I'm asinner. I'm sorry. | want you to forgive me. | believe you'll forgive me and make me
your child. Do that right where you are as we pray. Let's pray.
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