GRACE POINTE SBC

Sunday Worship Gathering

Full Transcript

Pastor Timothy McKeown
March 23, 2026

Duration: 48:31

Generated by SermonSync Page 1



The Reality of Death: From Chuck Norris to Scripture

0: 04 Thank you, Krista. Thank you, Dorlis. | told Dorlis, Krista earlier, that song got me through some really
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dark times at college and just his eyeis on the sparrow. He's watching after us. He cares for us. Turning
your Bibles to John chapter 11. About thistime last year, | began a series on the gospel of John. Went all
the way through August. Got all the way through chapter 10 from March, April, May, June, July, and
August. Finally got to chapter 10. We took a break from John. We're resuming that. We're going to go all
the way through the end of the gospel. But as you're turning to your portion of scripture, | guess you
know that this week our country lost alegendary.

Our legendary hero, Chuck Norris. Norris was amartial arts tough guy. Fought with Bruce Lee. Fought
with Kwai Chang Kane of Kung Fu fame. Also most respectfully for a Texan, he played Texas Walker
admirably. 2009, he accepted Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior. But one of the things that about this
week, week, one of the things about Chuck Norris was his legendary toughness. One statement was,
Chuck Norris doesn't do push -ups. He pushes the earth down.

Death as a Defeated Enemy: Poetry and Promise

When Chuck Norris walksinto aroom, he doesn't turn off the lights. He turns the darkness off. Time
walits for no man unless that man is Chuck Norris. When the boogeyman goes to bed, he turns the
darkness off. He checks his closet for Chuck Norris.

Death, you're going to have to listen closely. Death once had a near Chuck Norris experience.

Ghosts, when they sit around the campfire, they tell stories about Chuck Norris. And only afew days
before he died, he said this, | don't age, | level up.

We smile at those memes. | guess they're not memes. | don't know what you would call them. Chuck
Norris, you'd call them facts.

Death came for Chuck Norris. Astough of aguy heis. And that's our story for today. Thisisthe
introduction to our story today. Death comes for all of us. There is no exceptions. Death is 100 % assured
for each and every one of us. Only two people, not including Jesus, only two peoplein the Bible did not
die. And those two,

Elijah and Enoch, they are theorized that they might come back in the end times. The book of Revelation
say's two witnesses will be upon the earth. Maybe those two witnesses are Enoch and Elijah because the
Bible does say even Jesus died, he rose from the dead. John Donne, the poet, preacher from the 16th
century, wrote about the same time as the King James was being originated. And the same time really as
Shakespeare, using Shakespearean English.
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The Context of Lazarus: Jesus at the Jordan

3:33 John Donne called death the grand leveler. The ultimate equalizer, we would say today. He famously
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wrote a poem which begins thisway. No man is an island. How many of you have heard that? Well, you'll
know certainly the way it ends. Each man is an island. an island. Each man's death diminishes me. For |
am involved in mankind.

Therefore, sin not to know for whom the bell tolls. It tolls for thee. It's called For Whom the Bell Tolls.
I'll read that again. For Whom the Bell Tolls, it tolls for thee. For John Donne, he lost hiswife. He lost
three of histwelve children before his own. Passing. Well acquainted with death. Lost one of his parents
at ayoung age.

But for him, death was not awall. It was adoor. It was a doorway. He accepted Christ. And before our
eternal waking, death is a defeated enemy whose own death is guaranteed by God in Scripture.

Probably his other most famous poem, and it's alittle hard to understand because again, he writesin the
King James English. But it's called Death Be Not Proud. And if you don't mind, | would like to read this
from a Christian's point of view, from a poet's point of view, from a pastor's point of view. In fact, hislast
sermon was on death.

But Death Be Not Proud, it goes this way. It said, Death, be not proud. Though some have called thee
mighty and dreadful, for thou art not so. For those who thinkest thou dost overthrow, die not. Poor death,
nor canst thou kill me. From rest and sleep, which but thy pictures be, much pleasure, then from thee
much more must flow. And soonest our best men with thee do go, and rest their bodiesin soul's delivery,
thou art aslave to fate, chance, kings, and desperate men. And dust with poison, war, and sickness dwell.
And poppy or charms can thou make us sleep well?

And better than thy stroke, why swellest thou? One short sleep past, we wake eternally, and death shall
be no more. Death, thou shalt die. Paul wrote similarly that the last enemy to die is death. And death one
day will die. Death will be cast in the lake of fire along with the Antichrist and the devil himself. Hell
was meant not for you and me, it was meant for the devil and his demons, Jesus said. But with that view
of death and knowledge of waking eternally where death will be no more, | want us to read from John 11.
And when we left the Gospel of John back in August,

When Friends Fall: The Problem of Sickness and Death

Hanukkah had just happened. The final festival of dedication was there in Jerusalem. Wintertime. What
we celebrate as Hanukkah was their dedication of the Temple Feast of Light, sometimesit's called.

But as Jesus was there, he was told that they were seeking his death. And so he went to the far side of the
Jordan. If you remember the Holy Land maps, there's the Sea of Galilee at the top, the Dead Sea at the
southern end, and the Jordan River connecting it amost like an inverted dumbbell or a... a... a... aariver
going down the center. Jerusalem being on the east side, but on... | mean on the western side, but on the
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eastern side was an area

And he went away again beyond the Jordan River to a place where John was baptizing at first. And
there he stayed. And many came to him and said, John performed no sign, but all these things that
John spoke about this man were true. And many believed in him there.

Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, count of Mary, and her sister Martha. And it was
that Mary who would later anoint the Lord's feet with fragrant oil and wipe his feet with her hair.
Whose brother Lazarus was sick. Therefore the sisters said to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou
love is sick. When Jesus heard that, he said, this sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God,
that the Son of God may be glorified through it. Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.
So when he heard that he was sick, he stayed two more days in the place where he was. Then after this,
he said to the disciples, et us go to Judea again. And the disciples said to him, Rabbi, lately the Jews
sought to stone you. And are you going there again? Jesus answered and said, are there not 12 hours
in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble because he sees the light of thisworld. But
if one stumbles in the night, he stumbles because the light is not in him.

The Church's Role in Suffering: Anointing and Prayer

Then verse 11. Chapter 11, | mean. Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, count of Mary, and
her sister Martha. And it was that Mary who would later anoint the Lord's feet with fragrant oil and wipe
his feet with her hair. Whose brother Lazarus was sick. Therefore the sisters, said to him, saying, Lord,
behold, he whom thou love

Is sick. When Jesus heard that, he said, this sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the
Son of God may be glorified through it. Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So when he
heard that he was sick, he stayed. Two more days in the place where he was. Then after this, he said to
the disciples, let us go to Judea or the area surrounding Jerusalem again. And the disciples said to him,
Rabbi, lately the Jews sought to stone you. And are you going there again? Jesus answered and said, are
there not 12 hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble because he, he sees the
light

Of thisworld. But if one stumblesin the night, he stumbles because the light is not in him. And the first
point | want to say basically out of the first seven versesiswhen friends fall. The longer we live, the
more we have in heaven than we have here on earth. True, we have children and grandchildren. We have
friends that are here. But slowly, one by one, and sometimes quickly, one by one, they go into heaven.
And Martha and Mary knew that Jesus could do something. He was sick. He was at the point of death
when they sent the message. Probably after they sent the messengers, he died right after that.
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Secondly, they also knew that Jesus could heal from wherever he was. Now they say later on, what
Melissaread, if you had only been here, our brother would not. We often think that way at afuneral. We
think, why God? Why this person? Why this time? Why did this happen then?

But Jesus didn't leave. And there's some lessons | think we can learn, first of all, from death. We can see
from this lesson of death that there are times that we experience that God may not do what we think he
does. does. Or what we think he should do. Oh, Lord, wouldn't it be agreat miracle if thiswereto
happen?

But we see thefirst lesson is that death and affliction can be interceded for. Write that down if you'd like.
| didn't put you ablank on there. It looked like it was too many words. So | just said, I'll lety 'all write it
down. Death and affliction can be interceded for, meaning we can pray.

We can go to God in prayer, just as Mary and Marthadid. He didn't rebuke them for sending word to him.
God doesn't rebuke our prayers because we pray selfishly sometimes, maybe not for God's glory, but we
pray for God to do something because we want it. That'sin Philippians 4, 6, and 7. He says, Let your
requests be made known to God. You have not because you ask not, James said. We can go to God and
intercede. And if | am dying, | know heaven is sweet and | know | have loved ones there, but pray for my
healing. | don't want to go. | don't want to go necessarily today. Everybody wants to go to heaven, just
not today.

And they didn't want Lazarus to go. He was probably ateenager. He was still in the home of Simon, we
see in other passages. Marthaand Mary were still there. They weren't married. They were likely very
young. But unlike Eastern religions, sicknessis not aresult of bad karma. And whenever someone dies,
it's not because maybe something that they've done. Even blindness, the disciples went to Jesus in John 9.
We preached on that back in July.

They said, Was it because of thisman's sin or his parents that he was born blind? He said, Not so. It'sfor
the glory of God that he was born blind. You say, For the glory of God, yes. God was going to get glory
when he healed him. But you know what? Whenever ablind person enters into heaven, what a glory that
isto seefor thefirst time the face of our Lord Jesus Christ. Sometimesin this earth, we see way too many
bad things.

Things we can't unsee. Unlike certain cults, we don't say sicknessis a state of mind. My great -
grandparents were part of that religion that said, We don't believe in this. We don't believein this
sickness. It's not true. And they just deny it. Well, guess what? Even the founder of that religion, died.

Sickness. James 5 says, One of the functions of the church, of us elders, Brother Leroy, Brother Steve,
myself, isto go and pray for those who are sick. It says, Let them call for the elders of the church to
come. Sometimes people in bigger churches, they've said, Well, you know, | was sick and the pastor
didn't even come by and see mein the hospital or didn't even come by. The Bible says, You're supposed
to call upon the elders. Just aword of caution or aword of, not caution, but of encouragement. Let us
know when you're sick. We're not clairvoyant. We're not like Jesus where we know what's going on. If
you're sick, we will come and | have a bottle of oil from the Holy Land with spices of very aromatic
spices.
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God's Glory Over Our Comfort: Eternal Perspective

If any of you are sick, let him call for the elders of the church and let him pray over him and anointing
him with the oil in the name of the Lord.

And that's why | think Wednesday night prayer meetings should be one of our greatest times of
attendance. We have had over 40 to more than 40 people there. And when we're singing, all those hymns
are so, | mean, there are songs that | grew up on. Sometimes there are songs I've never heard before.
Brother Steve picks them out for us and we get what we get and we don't pitch afit. We just sing along.

But then | get to hear from you and | say, what's a praise that you have? And they share a praise. And
sometimesiit's hard to think about what we're thankful for, what we want to praise the Lord for. And that's
wrong. |'ve said thisto them. | said, what if you didn't have tomorrow what you didn't thank the Lord for
today?

But then we do share in a Bible study. We're going through doctrine. Thisweek is regeneration. That
means being born again. What does that mean? Come Wednesday and find out. We offer a prayer for the
people who are sick. Maybe somebody we don't even know, but | believe in those prayers are answered
by an infinite glorifying, glorified God. The second lesson that we see in death isfound in verse four.
Death and sicknesses can be an instrument of God's glory. It can be instruments of God's glory.

How do | mean that? If we don't see instantaneous healings, it's not likely, it's not likely because of alack
of faith. Some religions teach that. Oh, if you only had more faith, you would have been healed. Then
why aren't there more very faithful but thousand -year -old people walking the earth?

Sometimes | was asked about my father -in -law when he passed. I'm sorry about your father -in -law. |
said, well, you know, he was 87 and declining mental health, physical health. There are worse things than
death when you're a believer. Amen? And I'm not advocating again to go today or if you're over 87, |
don't want to see you anywhere but right where you're at. Asthey say, it's better to be seen than to be
viewed.

But there are things that are greater and can even be instruments of God. Sickness can be. Blindness can
be. The healing of the blind man in John 9.

Sometimesiit's our perseverance in faith. Sometimes we go through hard things to get God to pray for us,
to pray. There are people who won't ever look up until there's nowhere else to look because they're at the
very bottom. We pray for people like that. Did last Wednesday. Saw them here at church earlier. Praying

for people to look up to God.

Bold Faith in the Face of Danger: Thomas's Example
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19:08 He wants to teach us persistence. He wants to teach us patience. You've heard it said, don't pray for
patience or God will give you things that test your patience. Well, pass the test. And then you can clip out
of the course of patience, all right? Pray for patience. Go through it. Grit your teeth. Go through it with

J0y.

19:29 Bjble says patience. Now, Lord, I'm going to just say Denise and Brian and them have gone through
enough. So we're praying for them to get alittle bit of breathing room. But maybe if you come and pray
with us, well do this. Our grace point there says this. God's glory is eternal and more important than
anything. In this temporal world. Isthat not right? God's glory. You know, if you were to get healed of
whatever it is, the affliction that you're praying for in about 100 years, it's not going to matter. But God's
glory isfor eternity. It's eternal. Bible saysin Isaiah 40, 31, those who wait on the Lord will renew their
strength.

20: 15

Therefore, we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet our inward manis
being renewed day by day. For our light affliction is but for a moment, is working in us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight in glory. While we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the
things which are not seen. For the things that are seen is temporary. But the things which are not seen
are eternal.

20:37 A few honest people. And | know the rest of you are honest too. Paul says this. First Corinthians, Second
Corinthians, chapter four, verse there. Therefore, we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is
perishing, yet our inward man is being renewed. Day by day. For our light affliction is but for a moment,
isworking in us afar more exceeding and eternal weight in glory.

When Faith Falters: Martha and Mary's Grief

21:05 That's what you're going this through. That's why he allowed Lazarus to go through for the glory of God.
And what a miracle they were about to see. Verse 18 of Second Corinthians says, While we do not ook
at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things, the things that are seen
is temporary. But the things which are not seen are eternal. Have you ever driven by an old house that is
amost at the point of falling down? At one time it wasinitsglory.

21:40

Thomas, who is called the twin, said to his fellow disciples, let us also go that we may die with him.

Jesus' Compassionate Response: Weeping at the Tomb
22:03 There are some lessons that we learn from danger. Look at what Thomas saysin verse 16. Now who is

Thomas? What do we call him? Oh, shame on you. Oh man, shame on me. | set you up for that. Why?
Because doubt, he didn't always doubt. There were times whenever his faith was stronger than anyone
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else's. And verse 16 is one of those. After Jesus is resurrected, he went to India. One of the farthest
reaches for going out and died a martyr's death according to church tradition. But look at verse 16. He
was not afraid. He says, Thomas, who is called the twin, said to his fellow disciples, let us also go that we
may die with him.

What a bold statement. What arap he gives. That's for being a doubter. You know why he probably
wasn't there whenever Jesus was resurrected? He wasn't afraid. He wasn't cowering behind locked doors
like the other disciples. Maybe he was going out and say, you took my savior. Take me too. I'm willing to
die with him. What a bold man. How much God calls for us to be bold. And why? Because following is
formational. Thomas lined up. And was not doubting here. He was brave. He was bold. But lesson
number threeisthis. Death isintentional.

Death isintentional. Our third lesson. Jesus purposely waited for Lazarus to die. Probably by the time he
got it, he was already two days dead. At least a day and a half. By the time he got there walking there, he
was four days dead. God has a purpose in death.

Primarily to save us from the sinful world. Remember Genesis chapter 3, 22? Adam ate the fruit. Eve ate
the fruit. They suddenly were in afallen nature. But there was another tree in that garden. Besides the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Now I've asked this to our church on Wednesday nights. And they
answered correctly. Why did God kick Adam and Eve out of the Garden of Eden? So that they would not
eat of thetree of life. And forever bein that fallen state. Of sinfulness. Of separation. Of sickness. This
world is not our home.

Thisistemporary. Death isintentional. God put an angel with a sword to guard the entrance to the tree of
life. So that Adam wouldn't reach up and eat the fruit that he probably should have grabbed in the first
place. But in God's divine foreknowledge, he allowed him to live longer than we've lived. But eventually
to die.

Deathisintentional. That's why he placed the cherubim there. East of the Garden of Eden. With a
flaming sword turning every which way to guard the way of the tree of life. God did not and does not
want to die. to die. He doesn't want us to live forever.

Herein thisfallen state of sin. But if we follow Jesus. If we walk. His light will guide us. Regardless of
our circumstances. Keep your eye on the goal. Keep your eye on the prize. Keep your eye riveted to the
cross. And say God someday | will die. But | want to go out in a blaze of glory. | want to go out like
Chuck Norris.

Death is Inevitable But Not Final: The Judgment
| want to go out in a blaze of glory. Being to go out in ablaze of glory. Being legendary. Leveling up. Not

aging. Not saying I've done my time. The only place that should ever be said to any of usison our
tombstone. I've done my time.
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While your heart is till beating. God has a purpose for you. Frequent statement made by missionaries.
Serving God isthe best place to be. Isin the center of God's will. Notice they don't say the safest place.
Because we've all known. We've all known of missionaries. Who have died on the mission field.

It's not the safest place. But it is the best place. God will assure us of this. He will be glorified in death.
Or in life. Grace point number two says. Following Christ in hislight may be costly. It may be hard. To
go and invite that neighbor. To forgive that person. Who betrayed you. To pray for the one that hates you.
Or even to love someone. Who has despitefully used you. Oh | heard a sermon thisweek. | listened to the
very end. | alluded to forgiven by Timothy Keller. It'sahard book. If you've ever been hurt. And is there
anybody that's not been hurt? We've all been hurt. But yet God calls us to love those who have hurt us.

But it's hard. It's hard. | preach a crucified savior. We glory in the cross. Because a crossis not an
emblem to wear around our neck. Although that gives glory to God too. The crossis the diaphan. Death
isintentional. And sometimesit is an intentional death. Spiritually to our way of what we want to do.

Number three. When faith falters. There's some lessons from death. Doubt. My wife read verses 20
through 27. So we won't go through there. But Mary was always at the feet of Jesus. But Martha the one
who first met Jesus was a doer. Jesus is coming. Well I'm going to go see him. Oh you're grieving. No I'm
going to go see Jesus. She was a doer. She was cleaning whenever Mary was sitting at the feet of Jesus.
WE'I see. Or actually thistime last year. | preached on Mary always at the feet of Jesus. You'll see him.
Her listening to Jesus. And learning from Jesus.

But it was Marthawho came out and professed her faith first. There are some people who are in church
every week. Listening to Jesus. But never doing.

And I'm not talking about you guys. But there are people who are like that. Always listening. Paul said.
But never coming to the full knowledge of the truth. There's atime when we need to be doers of the
word. And not hearers only. Deceiving ourselves. Mary was a doer. | mean Martha was a doer. Mary was
sitting there at the feet of Jesus in the past. But Martha went out there and confronted him. And thisis
where we get that fifth | am statement. Now if you've not been here as part of that. If you've never
studied. There was precisely seven miracles outside of the resurrection in the gospel of John. And seven |
am statements.

And when she had said these things she went away and secretly called Mary her sister. Saying the
teacher has come and is calling for you. And as soon as she heard this. She arose quickly and came to
him. Now Jesus who had not yet come to the town. But was in the place where Martha had met him.
Then the Jews who were with her in her house. Comforting her when they saw Mary rose up quickly
and went out. Followed her saying oh she must be going to the tomb to weep there.

Martha then goes and gets Mary. Let's pick it up in verse 28. And when she had said these. Things she
went away and secretly called Mary her sister. Saying the teacher has come and is calling for you. And as
soon as she heard this. She arose quickly and came to him. Now Jesus who had not yet come to the town.
But was in the place where he had met Martha. Where Martha had met him. Then the Jews who were
with her in her house. Comforting her when they saw Mary rose up quickly. And went out. Followed her
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saying oh she must be going to the tomb to weep there. She was going to see the life giver.

Moving the Stone: Faith Requires Action

When Mary came where Jesus was she saw him. She fell at his feet saying to him Lord if you had been
here my brother would not have died.

They must have been saying that over and over again. Oh if Jesus would have been here. My brother
wouldn't have died. Oh if Jesus had been here. My brother wouldn't have died. Oh if Jesus had been here.
Here Lazarus would still be alive. We felt that way at afuneral. We felt that way before. We have regret.
We have thoughts. But she came to Jesus. And in her grief Jesus wept.

Where have you laid him? Look on the front cover of the bulletin. There's a picture of Mary at his feet.
Jesus compassionate. Some versions. Only one but enough to be quoted. Said that he was angry. My
version says he groaned in his spirit. It could have been interpreted two different ways. But | believe he
groaned. He moaned. He wept. He hurts. He's not a God who can't be touched with our afflictions.

Jesus wept.

Oh see how he loved him. When you weep over someone it's not alack of faith. It's a statement of saying
| lovethat lost one. And Jesus loved Lazarus. We can weep. And then others scornfully said could not
this man who opened the eyes of the blind have kept this man from dying? Two ways to view death. A
famous person if | said his name became an atheist.

Because his sister died and he prayed and God didn't answer his prayers. Another person can be afour -
year -old child who lost his dad and then lost his grandfather and then lost his father. And say death is
inevitable. And | want to give my life to ministry. I'm not bragging on that man. But I'm saying one
person will say look how he loved him. And another person would say could he not have.

Saved him. Aswe look at this we see that. What happens whenever faith falters.

We need to cling to Jesus. We need to fall at his feet. We don't need to say Lord if you'd only been here.
He was there all along.

The emotions they felt Jesus recognized and he reflected them. And if Jesus wept surely God understands
that we too will mourn whenever we lose aloved one. If we trust him. him. If we truly love him.

Jesus is the resurrection of the life. And he's the only one that we need to put our faithin.

Funerals Are Not Final: Deliverance From Death
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50 Qur lesson from thisisthat death isinevitable. Hebrews 927 it is appointed for men to die once and then
comes the judgment. Once we dieit'stoo late to Paul call upon the name of the Lord to ask him to come
in. Even the rich man who isin the parable of.

13 Lazarus and the rich man. lronicisn't it. He said didn't say Lord get me out of thistorment. He said warn
my brothers who are still alive. He knew it was too late for him. He had rejected accepting Christ. And it
was too late for him. My question is for you. You look nice on the outside but only God knows your
heart. Have you truly trusted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior. Death isinevitable. Everyone who
lives will one day die. And after this comes the judgment. For a Christian this earthly lifeisasmall
segment of eternal life. Second Corinthians 5 .8 says this. We are confident yes rather well pleased rather
to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.

06 John 11 .15 the death of Lazarus caused grief to Mary and Martha but for Jesus he was glad. You say
why?Well I'll tell you why. | think Lazarus was even mad when he brought him back. He said oh I'm
back here again. Oh my. I'm going to have to go through this sickness and death once again.

29 There'sastruggle that we all go through. But from this side it is hard. But from God's side it isglory. The
adversity that we grow through in our faith are going to put an eternal weight for us. Psalm 116 .15 says.
It says precious in the sight of the Lord are the death of his saints. Because it's homecoming for him. |
love it whenever our family gets together. Miss Pat had a birthday yesterday. Had all of her family and
she was so happy.

01 Imagine what that reunion is like when we get to heaven. Glorious. Grace Point 3 says delays are not
God's denials.

Invitation to Trust: Your Father's Promise

13 Onething to professfaith. It's another thing to move. The stone. Even though it raises a stink.

22 | had a story about a skunk. And | told my Sunday school class. I'll tell it as quickly as| can. And Chuck
Swindoll told this story about this woman who had eight children. And she came home after going
grocery shopping. And they were all being very quiet around atable. And whenever she went into the
house. She put down her groceries. And wondered why five of their kids were being so quiet. And they
were having a great. Wonderful time with five of the most beautiful.

53 Wonderful skunks. She has ever seen. And she reacted the way that some of y 'all reacted just now. She
screamed. And she said children run. So they picked up the skunks. And each one ran in five different
directions. One ran to the bedroom. One ran to the kitchen. One to the living room. All around to
different places. Locking the doors behind them. And the woman was just beside them. And she
screamed out even louder. And when she screamed out even louder. Those children squeezed the skunks.
And I'll just tell you how Chuck Swindoll ended it. Skunks don't like to be squashed.

39 Sometimes whenever we haveto live the way that God wants us to. We have to be willing to raise a stink.
Jesus said move that stone. And he did. Martha says oh Lord if you move that stone. It's going to raise a
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stink. That leads usto the final point. Funerals are not final.

Lessons from deliverance. There is no invincibility in death. It's going to die one day. Death is not
invincible. We can be delivered from it. Death is guaranteed. We have cause to rejoice that Jesus has
overcome it. That's the other thing that's important. Death is inevitable. Taxes. Wouldn't you be rejoicing
thistime aswelook at April 15th? 1 still haven't done my taxes yet. But | need to. What if Jesus said you
don't have to pay taxes the rest of your life? | think there might be more hallelujahs from that. Than there
is from the fact that he defeated the other thing that isinevitable. But not invincible.

The only way to beat death isto have belief in Jesus Christ. Do you believe this? Jesus asked Martha. Yes
Lord | believe. That you are the resurrection of life. Belief to a Christian is not agreement but it's an
assurance.

Belief is not just agreeing with God. Mentally asin. Oh yeah | believe in God. No it's an assurance. | put
in my faith in him. Only he can deliver us from the death because he defeated death himself. When
Lazarus was raised from the dead it was a symbol of Jesus power and resurrection. Power of Jesus. A
new life.

Oneday all of us as believers we're going to be raised up from the dead. It's not a matter if our bodies are
decayed or cremated or just eaten by a shark. Deteriorated where we can't even find them.

That's not a problem for God. He's going to give us a new body. In fact the more the decay the greater the
glory he's going to get. Resurrection can be the work of God's glory. | want you to be there. | want to be
there. I'll be on the right hand side of the golden gates. Okay I'll just wait for you. Say come on. Come on
in. | told you. Didn't | tell you about this place? And Jesus up there said | want to show you the glory.
We're going to see that in John 17. He said oh Lord | want to show them the glory that | had with you
before the world began.

We get to see that. We get to see Jesus. We get to see and ask all those questions that don't matter of a hill
of beans when we get there. Grace point four says regardless of our worldly circumstances our heavenly
father has the final word. Faith is not merely. An agreement. But an assurance. Let's pray. Father | love
you. | thank you God for your word. Lord | thank you that.

When | was four years old my grandfather. Climbed into my bunk bed. Paul Cowan. In Mesquite Texas.

And | was crying. Because my daddy had died. And he said. | don't know. What he said. But he told me.
About how much food there was in heaven. How much my father was rejoicing and fellowshipping. And
at four years old. And somebody who loved to eat. That comforted my heart.

Paul Cowan was 64. I'm 64. He was born in 1902. My dad born in 1932. | was born in 62.

He had gone through my grandfather. The death of hiswifein 63 at 57. She passed away. He named his
son Royce Wayne. With hisinitials R .W. Saw the desth of his son. And had words of comfort to his four
year old grandson me. To say Jesus. Is taking good care of my daddy.

And | want to say to you. | want to give you that same assurance. Paul Cowan gave to me. If you have
trusted Christ. There's a place Jesus said. | go to prepare a place for you. And if | go to prepare a place
for you. I'll come again and receive you to myself. That where | am there you may be also. Trust Jesus
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today. We call thistime the invitation. It's an invitation. To invite you to come to the front. Maybe to join
the church. Maybe to be baptized like these two young boys were. If they could. So can you.

43:26 The Ethiopian eunuch. The Ethiopian eunuch. He Ethiopian eunuch. He said here is water. What prevents
me from being baptized. Jesus said. Philip said you can be. He said Lord | believe. Baptize them right
there. Philippian jailer. Middle of the. You can be absolutely

43:57 Assured that Jesus. Will take you home when death comes your way. Because | guarantee you. He says.
Death is assured. That his. Forgivenessis even more assured for us. Would you stand with me at this
time. Invitation as we sing this song. | surrender all.

The Reality of Death: From Chuck Norris to Scripture

44:24 1 surrender. All to him. | ask him. He did. Throughout the rest of the day. Say God thisis my prayer to
you. | surrender al. God bless you. Amen.
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