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The Power of Worship Music in Our Lives

Love worship music. | love worship music. For along time, | wanted to be a worship pastor. | thought
that's what the Lord had for me. | had the heart for worship until my good friend, Kevin Ewell, one day
told me| just didn't have the voice for leading worship. So | begged to differ though. | mean, there was
one Sunday years and years ago, | was sitting down here in the front row, getting ready to preach. And
I'm just killing it. You know what 1'm talking about? Like you're worshiping and for whatever reason, you
feel like your voice hits agear it doesn't normally hit. I'm over here worshiping and | can hear like | am
matching pitch for pitch.

Whoever that angelic voice on the stage was that morning, I'm like, I'm right there in sync with that guy. |
think | got it until | realized that person's sniffles were also in sync with my sniffles. And it wasn't
someone on the stage that | was hearing. It was my own voice coming through a microphone for
everyone else. To hear aswell.

And | have had little glimmers of hope like that along the way of man, maybe there's still time. | just, |
love worship. When | think of how | interact or feel the Lord's presence most, it's typically around
worship, worship music specifically. | know everyone is a bit different, right? For my good friend, Kevin
Ewell, perfect worship, a perfect worship service even would look like we all come in this room with our
mouths taped shut. And we're given a Bible and we just read the Bible for an hour. That would be the
best worship servicein his mind. For some of you, it would look like we're going to go meet at
Camelback or we're going to go meet at Tom's Thumb and we're just going to enjoy creation.

That's what worship looks like for you. For me, it's always just been like musical worship. | love musical
worship. There's different songs that have ministered to me in different ways. Or maybe like you, like
me, maybe there's songs will come on the radio and you'll remember like where you were when you first
heard it. And | think that's what it's all about. And | think that's what it's all about. And | think that's what
it'sal about. And | think that's what it's all about. And | think Or And | think that's what it's all aboui.
And | think that's what it's all about. And | think Or what you were going through in that moment.

And maybe it's not even aworship song. Maybe it's some other secular song, but like it ministered to you
in deep and meaningful ways. And you can remember like, man, | remember where | was at. | remember
what | was going through when | heard that song. And | don't know, music isjust a beautiful, beautiful
thing. I've been listening to this song lately. It's on repeat. There's aband called Sons of Sunday. And they
have this song called One More Day. And the lyrics, they just say, thank you, Jesus. Thank you, Jesus.
Thank you, Jesus. One more day to say | love you.

Living for Jesus: Five Ways Revealed
Just thank you, Jesus, for one more day for meto just say | love you. And | don't know what it is, but

there's something beautiful and simple about that, that we can come before the Lord and God say, there's
alot going on in liferight now. There's some good things. There's some hard things. There's some happy
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things, some sad things. But God, thanks for one more day where | can come before you and just say, |
loveyou. | loveyou. | think that's what we want. | think each of us wants to make a difference. | think
each of us wants to make a difference. | think Predator deserves what we want,

Too. And | just, I've always wanted. You know, | think the Lord's creating it. We're going to have an army
of three. Here we go. We're going to live our life for Jesus and trying to figure out like, what's that mean?
Doesliving your life for Jesus, it'd be great if every day | could just spend the day in church and we just
worship together. Isthat what living life for Jesus looks like? Maybeit's, man, if | could just go hike
forever and bein creation, or if | could just be in God's word, that's what living for Jesus would look like.
That's what worship might look like. Romans chapter 12, verse one talks about real authentic spiritual
worship.

Living in Anticipation of Eternal Life

And it tells us that we should offer ourselves as aliving sacrifice unto the Lord. What's it look like to
really worship Jesus? It means daily we're aliving sacrifice unto the Lord. That's our authentic, rea
spiritual worship. That's a big question. How do we live for Jesus? If we want to live for Jesus, how do
we live for Jesus? Is that just hour on a Sunday? We live for Jesus. Isthat just Christian radio live for
Jesus? Is that our quiet time? We live for Jesus out in the creation, live for Jesus. | think that's certainly a
part of all of it, but what might it look like for usto redlly live for Jesus?

And that's what | love about second Corinthians five, where we're going to be at this morning. | think
second Corinthians five gives us five ways that we can live for Jesus. And | know that's certainly alot,
right? Perfect world. We al comein here, five things, hammer them out all week. And bang, we're living
for Jesus. Maybe there's one of these things, two of these things, three of these things you feel like the
Lord putting on your heart this morning of, man, if I could implement that in my life, if | could change
theway | think about that by the power of God's spirit, maybe | could more fully live alife that's devoted
to living for Jesus.

| think that's what we want. | think by the power of God's spirit, maybe well be able to walk in away that
pleases the Lord just alittle bit more based upon what his word says to us this morning. Let me pray for
us, and then we'll hop in. Corinthians chapter five. Father God, we come before you with gratitude and
humility. God, so much gratitude that you would call us children of the Lord.

God, so much gratitude that we can come into a beautiful building with air conditioning and typically
running water and resources and facilities. And God, we are so blessed by you. So blessed by you. God,
thank you for opportunities, even like this morning, awater rain break at 6 a.m. God, thanks for
reminding us this morning what's really important.

Holy Spirit, | pray this morning you would open our eyes that we could see God clearly. You'd open our
ears that we could hear him. God, would you open our minds that we would know you, our hearts that we
would love you, and our mouths that we would go out into the world with courage and confidence and
just speak the good news of Jesus Christ, who he is and what he's done.
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Living to Please Jesus

Father, our goal isto be a part of you. We want to be a part of you. We want to be a part of you. We want
to glorify him in everything we say and do in this place this morning. It'sin his name that we pray. Amen.
Amen. How do we live for Jesus? Five things we're going to see in the text this morning. 2 Corinthians
chapter 5. The whole thing, the first isthis. How do we live for Jesus? We live in anticipation of eternity
with Jesus. We live with anticipation of eternity with Jesus. Thisis what we saw last week. Now is not
forever, and this place is not our forever home.

Someday, we might live for Jesus. We might live for Jesus. We might live for Jesus. We might live for
Jesus. Chapter 5 verse 1 says this. For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we
have a building from God, a house not made with human hands, eternal in the heavens. | can't think of a
more temporary structure than atent.

Paul was familiar with tents. Paul was actually atent maker by trade. He would preach the gospel,
minister to people, plant churches, and then he would fund that ministry by building tents. He was a tent
maker. He was a tent maker. He was a tent builder. So he was very familiar with tents. The whole city of
Corinth, actually, if you remember, as we've talked about the city of Corinth, the city of Corinth waslike
apretty transient town. It would swell to like multiples of its normal population during this thing called
the Isthmian Games. It was second to only the Olympic Games. So many people would come into town,
and to house them, they would put up alot of tents.

And then when people left, they'd tear those tents back down. Tents are cool. Anyone like camping? |
love camping. What | love about camping isthat | get to go home.

Like, | love being out there. I've shared with you before, like, if | get lost in the woods, | tend to find
myself and find the Lord. Like, | love being out in the woods. | love camping. | love being out in God's
creation. But tent is always areminder of like, thank God | don't live in atent.

Like, the whole goal of being in atent islike, let's make this thing as close to home as possible. Let's get
areal comfy, cushy sleeping bag. We could sleep on the floor. Or what if we brought in awhole
mattress? Like, we try to make the tent as close to the real thing as possible. It's temporary. You're always
looking forward to something better. Like, you enjoy the process, you enjoy the experience, but you
know, there's something better on the other side. | think that's the reason he uses tent. Our body islike a
tent.

And we ought to enjoy it. We ought to take care of it. But we ought to also realize that we're not going to
live in atent. And remember, it's just temporary. Thisis not the body we will have forever. It said,
someday this tent will be destroyed and we'll have a building from God. If you remember 1 Corinthians
chapter 15, we talked about our eternal bodies, our glorified bodies, our resurrected bodies, that someday
we will die. Our bodies will be sown like seeds into the ground, but what's sown perishable is raised
imperishable. That someday we'll have aforever home.
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"Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father's house are many
rooms. If it were not so, would | have told you that | go to prepare a place for you? And if | go and
prepare a place for you, | will come again and will take you to myself, that where | am you may be
also. And you know the way to where | am going." Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know where
you are going. How can we know the way?" Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through me."

Someday we get to live with God forever. In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would |
have told you that | go to prepare a place for you? And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come
again and | will take you to myself that where | am, you may also be.

And you know the way to where | am going. Thomas the Apostle said to him, Lord, we don't know
where you're going. How can we know the way? Jesus responds, one of the most famous, most famous,
most famous statements in the Bible. Jesus says, | am the way. | am the truth. | am the life. No one comes
to the Father except through me. See, we have these tents. We have these temporary dwelling places. We
saw last week, our outer self iswasting away. We face these light momentary afflictions, but all of those
things ought to be a reminder of this place is not my forever home.

For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, if indeed by putting it on we may
not be found naked. For while we are till in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we would be
unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.
He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.

Sometimesiit's just agroan. Sometimes it's just a groan. Sometimesiit's just a groan. Sometimesit'sjust a
groan. Just a groan. Sometimes it's just agroan. Sometimes it's just a groan. Sometimes you're hurting so
bad those groanings just make their way out on accident. Yesterday morning, getting out of bed, grabbing
onto everything | can to muster up the strength to just get myself out of bed. There'salot of groaning
involved.

A lot of groaning. Why? Because something's not right. Because something's off. Something hurts.
Something is not the way that it's meant to be. Maybe you're mourning the loss of aloved one. That's
groaning. Death is aresult of a curse.

It's groaning. Something's off. Something is not the way it ought to be. The ending of arelationship.
Sorrow. It's groaning. Because something is not the way it's meant to be.

Sickness. Groaning. Something is off. Something is not the way it's meant to be. So yeah, in these tents,
in these bodies, we face these light momentary afflictions. We face these groanings. Realizations that
something is not right. But instead of like just accepting defeat, we ought to be spurred on to realizing,
man, how do we live for Jesus? We live with anticipation of eternity with him. We realize that now is not
forever and thisis not my home.
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29 Someday, by the grace of God, through the way of Jesus Christ, | get to dwell with my heavenly father
forever.

38 He who has prepared us for this very thing is God. He who has given us the spirit of God. As a guarantee.
Earlier, he says that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. That's what we're looking forward to.
I'm gonnafast forward Revelation 21. You can join me thereif you'd like or you can just listen along.
Revelation 21, it talks about this. It talks about mortality being swallowed up by immortality. It talks
about these tents. It talks about this life we experience now being swallowed up by the life that isto come.

12

And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He
will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He
will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning,
nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away."

53

"And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book."

Persuading Others Through Love

30

"Behold, | am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay each one for what he has done.”

05 Revelation 21 and 22 says this new city, this place we live has no need for the sun. We will not need the
sun. We will not need the sun. We will not need the sun. We will not need the sun. Why? Because we
have the glory of our God..

14 We will have the living, breathing Jesus right in front of us. We will walk by sight. But for now, we walk
by faith. We walk by faith. And if we're going to live to please Jesus, if we're going to live to love Jesus,
we fix our eyes on Jesus. We walk by faith.

37

For to meto liveis Christ, and to dieis gain. If | amto live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for
me. Yet which | shall choose | cannot tell. | am hard pressed between the two. My desire isto depart
and be with Christ, for that is far better. But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account.

-48 Philippians chapter 1 verse 21, Paul speaking about his desire to be away from the Lord, away from the

body so we could be present with the Lord. Chapter 1 verse 21 saysthis, for to meto liveis Christ, to die
isgain. To liveis Christ, to dieis gain. Well, why would death be gain? Because if death isjust a
doorway to eternal life, if death isjust a doorway to the perfect presence of our Father, then yes, to liveis
all Christ, and to die for the believer is just more Christ.
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For the believer, like life is pretty good, but the best really is yet to come. There's gain on the other side
of it. To liveis Christ, to dieisgain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet
which | shall choose, | cannot tell. | am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with
Christ, for that is far better, but to remain in the flesh is far more necessary. On your account, it's an
interesting word. He says, I'm hard pressed between the two. Hard pressed between what? On one hand,
I'm hard pressed. | just want to go be with Jesus. But on the other hand, I'm hard pressed, like | just want
to live my life for Jesus, that | might help people find and follow Christ.

That word hard pressed means to like smash together. Like I'm smashed together by these two things,
both of which involve just living my life for Jesus. It gives me the visual of like, you ever make a
snowball?

I know out here, we don't get to make snowballs awhole lot. But if you're trying to make that perfect
snowball, not like, you can't use fresh fluffy stuff. It just disintegrates when you throw it. You can't use
really wet stuff because that just concusses whoever you throw it at. You're looking for that like perfect
snow and you form this perfect and you hard press and you shape it.

So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aimto please him.

I'd rather be away from the body so we can just be home with the Lord. So whether we are home or away,
we make it our aim to please him. Whether I'm with Jesusin eternity, or whether I'm still on this side of
heaven, my goal will be to please him.

The Holy Church Father, he put it like this, before we know Christ, before we are a Christian, what does
it look like to please the Lord? Well, the book of Romans says, without faith, it'simpossible to please
God. So Augustine said this, for those who are apart from Christ, you can't please him and you can't
please him.

If you have no faith, you can't please the Lord. He also described it this way. He said, you can choose to
sin and you can choose to sin. That's what freedom looks like apart from Christ. You can't please God.
For those who are in Christ, for those by faith, we've been saved through Christ, what he's done, who he
is, place our faith, our hope, our trust in him, become saved, become children of God. Well, what does it
look like to please God? Well, now we have the freedom to sin and we have the freedom to not sin. | have
the freedom to displease God and | have the freedom to please God.

Living for the Love of Jesus

But someday on the other side of life, when I'm with Jesus, what does freedom look like? It looks like
this. I'm free to not sin and I'm free to not sin. Someday when | live with the Lord forever, I'm freeto
please him and I'm free to please him. So whether I'm in thislife now, Paul says, I'm going to make it my
goal tojust please Jesus. And then someday when I'm with eternity forever, | know the outcome. The
outcomeis I'm going to please Jesus. | make it my aim to please him.
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20-44 There'sasaying | heard along, long time ago, I'm free to not sin. know if | heard it in sports or in archery
or who knows what. Aim small, miss small. You've heard this before? If you're shooting a free throw,
don't just like throw it up there and hope for the best, right? Like pick atarget, shoot for the target.

21:03 |f you're throwing darts, the goal isn't like, I'm going to try to hit triple 20, but I'm going to spin around
three times, close my eyes, and we'll see what happens. If you're shooting a bow, aim small, miss small.
So we're looking specifically, I'm going to look at someone who won't be offended. Look at my brother
Daniel. I'm aiming for my brother's nose. Aim small, miss small. Thisisn't just like, man, | hope.

21:27 Maybe for this, hope's kind of abad strategy. Like put a plan together, right? Unless your hope'sin
Christ, best strategy in the world. Aim small, miss small. I'm going to look at something very specific,
and if | missit, I'm going to be off just by alittle bit.

2142 Thisisn't just like, I'm just going to hope | somehow please the Lord. I'm going to look at something very
specific, and if | missit, I'm going to be off just by alittle bit. Aim small, miss small. Aim small, miss
small. Aim small, miss small. Aim small, miss small. Which is often times.. Aim small, miss small. Aim
small, miss small. Aim small, miss small. Aim small, miss small. Which oftentimes is what we do. We
say we're going to live for Jesus, but then when it comes down to it, okay, what's that look like? Well, |
just, | wake up with this desire to like, you know, I'm just going to please the Lord.

21:58 What's that look like for you?You know, I'm going to, pleasing the Lord looks like I'm going to go to
church on Sunday. That's a great start.

22:09

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due
for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.

22:25 He said he makesit hisaim. Aim small, miss small. He sets his sights on Jesus. He's solely focused. My
goal in my lifeisto please Jesus.

22:38 How do we live our life for the Lord? We aim to please Jesus. For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ so that each one may receive what is due. For what he has done in the body,
whether good, or evil, judgment seat of Christ. The term used hereis thisword, Bema. These people
would have been really familiar with that. Remember, these are Olympic games types of people. They
would go to these Isthmian, Isthmus games, and they would watch these different races. Think of like
summer Olympics, feats of strength, feats of speed, all these Olympic style sports. There'd be araised
platform. That raised platform was the Bema. And from the Bema, the judge would watch the race take
place.

23:19 After the race, the judge would, you know, he would, you know, he would, you know, he would, kind of
say who wins and who lost, and then would issue awards based upon how those people ran therace. The
Bema seat was not a place of punishment. The Bema seat is a place of reward. For those who are in
Christ, someday we will stand before Jesus as he sits on this Bema seat. For those who are in Christ, we
do not face judgment. We do not face consequences. What we receive is reward.
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What those rewards look like, people speculate also. And so, the Bema seat, | hope, is meant to be
something that does not hurt something that does not hurt you, but will bring you peace. And so, the
Bema seat is a place of reward, and | would say that's what crowns in the Bible come from. | mean,
people go up, they go down. You know, it's like the foundation of God. A crown for the Lord, A crown
for the Lord, and other things, but the Bema seat is plan for a question. And so everyone stands before
Jesus someday. Scriptures teach someday every knee will bow, every tongue will confess that Jesus
Christis Lord. For many, they'll just do it too late.

There's another judgment. People will stand before Jesus, and to some, Jesus says, well done, my good
and faithful servant. Enter the joy. Enter the rest of your master. To others, he'll say, | never knew you.
Depart from me, you workers of |awlessness.

But Jesus says, | am theway, | am the truth, | am the life. No one comes to the Father. Friends, he's made
away. He's made away for usto get to the Father. He's made away for us to someday stand before Jesus
with arighteousness not of our own doing, but a righteousness that's totally his, a righteousness based on
Jesus, arighteousness based on hislife, his death, his resurrection.

Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But what we are is known to God, and |
hope it is known also to your conscience. e are not commending ourselves to you again but giving
you cause to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast about outward
appearance and not about what isin the heart.

Everyone goes somewhere forever. All of usin thisroom can probably think of someonein our life right
now that we love deeply, but we have a pretty good idea. If they were to die today, we have a pretty good
idea where they'd end up. Everyone goes somewhere forever, and that person you love deeply, Jesus
wouldn't tell them, well done, good and faithful servant.

Jesus would tell them, depart from me, | never knew you. Man, that should break our hearts the same
way it breaks the Lord's heart. John chapter 3, verse 16, for God so loved the world that he gave. God
wants people in heaven. God wants heaven crowded. Isthat our heart?

If everyone goes somewhere forever, do we then do the work to persuade others? That's what he says.
With thisin mind, therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, that everyone will face judgment before God,
we persuade others. Sometimes we think persuasion looks like, you know, I'm just going to live my lifea
certain way, and certainly that'll change their hearts and someday they get to go to heaven too. Okay,
Jesus says, heisthelight of the world. He also tells us, you, therefore, are also the light of the world. Let
your light shine before men that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.
Absolutely, live your life in such away that people see Jesus through you.

But thisword right here, persuade, isavocal, verbal, talking word. Thisisn't just live your lifeina
certain way. People see your life and they go to heaven.

Do we love people enough to say hard things? Do we love people enough to share the good news?Yes,
liveit out, but to share the good news with them. Let them know who Christ is and what he's done.
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Living as New Creations in Christ

Thisiswhat Paul did. He received the love of Christ, and then he freely gave that love away. If we're
going to live our life for Jesus, we live for the love of Jesus. If we're going to live our life for Jesus, we
live for, from, in, and through. Everything is the love of Jesus. Maybe you're catching on by now. Every
answer in your outlineis Jesus.

Five blanks, al of it's Jesus. We're in church. Of course, that's the answer. Maybe you've heard the silly
joke before. You know, what's fuzzy, hides nutsin atree in the winter, has atail? Well, it sounds alot like
asquirrel, but we'rein church. So | think it sounds alot like Jesus.

The answer isalways Jesus. It is. It is. Everything is Jesus. All of lifeisall for Jesus.

When | receive the love of Jesus, | reciprocate love back to Jesus, and then | fredly give that love away to
people around me. And because | love the world, just as Christ loved the world, I'm willing to do
whatever it takes.

We live because we love Jesus. We persuade others, but what we are is known to God, and | hope it's
known also to your conscience. We're not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you cause to
boast about us, that you may be able to answer those who boast about outward appearance and not about
what isin the heart. Apparently, there were some people in this church in Corinth who became kind of
vocal in naysaying who the apostle Paul was, spreading rumors or saying false things about him. And
Paul says, you know, hopefully you all know me well enough that when people say that, you'd go to bat
for me and you'd have my back.

For if we are beside ourselves, it isfor God; if we arein our right mind, it is for you. For the love of
Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died;
and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their
sake died and was raised.

| would not be here without the love of Christ. The love of Christ, it has this two -handed grip on me. The
love of Christ controls me. The love of Christ compels me because | have received the love of Christin
my life, | can't help but reciprocate the love back to him, give the love back and then freely give love to
the people around me. Jesus in Matthew 22, someone asks him a question. What's the greatest
commandment in al the scriptures?You've probably heard the story before. And Jesus says, well, there's
two of them. The first one isthis, love the Lord your God, love the Lord your God with all your heart,
soul, mind, strength.

And the second isjust like it, love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments, everything
€lse hinges upon those two. Love, love God, love people. That's what we talk about all thetime, ain't it?
The love of Christ, we would receive the love of God, that it would compel us, that it would control usto
love him and to love the people around us. How do we live for Jesus? We live alife of love, receiving his
love and then reciprocating his love to everyone around us. We've concluded this, that one has died for
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all, therefore all have died. And he died for al, that those who live might no longer live for themselves,
but for him, who for their sake died and was raised again, that we would offer our lives, our spiritual act
of worship would be us offering ourselves as living sacrifices daily to the Lord.

From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ
according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. Therefore, if anyoneisin Christ, heis a new
creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.

Living as Witnesses of Reconciliation

31:47 | love that phrase, passed away. That's what we say when someone dies. It's a nice way to say it, right?
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You know, they've passed on. It somehow lessens the blow. They're no longer with us. I have some doctor
friends who have told me when you're seeing a patient and that happens, you're not allowed to say things
that are unclear.

Like you can't tell grieving, concerned, angsty, worried people that they're no longer with us because
we're not thinking straight. Where'd they go?

They're passed away. Well, where to where? They have to tell them like they have died. They are dead.

Thisiswhat Paul says about our sin. The old you is dead. Who you used to be apart from Christ, those
things you used to do on the outside, they're dead. They're gone. What Christ sees when he sees you now
is himself, his righteousness, because that's the righteousness you've embraced. He sees what's going on
in your heart. Yeah, you got some jacked up stuff happening on the outside, but when God looks at you,
he sees your heart. Isn't that the opposite of what we see? That's the opposite of what we see.

Like we're fruit inspector judges just looking at people and trying to see based on the outward
appearance, I'm going to judge what's going on the inside. I'm guilty of thisall thetime. | met aguy this
last week. We were having breakfast over at JJs Deli, wonderful deli. And aguy came up to us as we're
leaving breakfast, guy pulls up in a busted, banged up Prius, tearsin his eyes, crying, super dirty. And
you can guess right away, you know, homeless.

And right away, you start thinking some things in your head. And we're probably thinking some thingsin
our heads right now, right? We see an outward appearance that we start judging what got them there.
Man, this kid deeply loves the Lord. Never would have guessed it. Typically wouldn't give him like a
second of my time. You know, here's another guy who threw it all away, blah, blah, blah.

Deeply lovesthe Lord. Trying to pursue the Lord. He said the only reason he stopped is because he was
driving around the world. He was driving around the world. And felt the Lord tell him, go talk to those
guys. They have the Holy Spirit. They'll give you what you need.

Tearsin hiseyes. | don't want your money. I'm just hungry. Haven't eaten in days. Can you please help
me? Boy, did | judge that guy wrong.
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Sure, he's made some mistakes. Who hasn't? Part of me questions, how many mistakes am | away from
being that same guy?

How many mistakes am | away from throwing it all away? How many mistakes am | away from losing
the privilege of what | get to do to preach God's word to his people?

How many mistakes am | away from losing my family? How many mistakes am | away from losing
everything?

And | can't look with judgy eyes, looking at the outside. We got to find away to see the heart. Why?
Because when God sees us, he sees heart.

Being Ambassadors for Christ

So we live as new creations. We see us the way God sees us and we see people the way God sees people.
We see them with love. We see them with compassion.

All thisis from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.

Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation. So if you arein Christ, you are
aminister. | know sometimes we think like, no minister, that's your job. Pastor, minister, that's your job.
Minister just means, says, it means servant. And what he says here isif you've been reconciled to God, if
you've been bought back to God, if you've been made right to God because of what he's done, then all of
us have received this ministry of reconciliation. All of us are ministers.

Your job title might be different. Your occupation might be different. What you do with all your time
might be different, but all of us should see our job as ministers of reconciliation. Christ saved us.
Therefore, whatever we do with our life, we look for opportunity to help people be reconciled back to
God. That is, and Christ was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them
and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. Man, there's got to be a more effective way to get your
message out than trusting it to people, right? Likeif | need someone to know something, | know it's far
more effective for me to just go tell that person than it isfor me to tell abunch of people, hey, can you go
tell these people the thing | need them to know?

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. e implore you on
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made himto be sin who knew no sin, so that in
him we might become the righteousness of God.
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What ajoy it is even just to see people take one step away from what they thought they knew to explore
who Christ is and what he's done. That's the invitation the Lord's given us. What's it look like to live for
Jesus? Man, it looks like being awitness to who heis and what he's done.

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf
of Christ to be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, that in him we
might become the righteousness of God. And what a blessing that him who knew no sin, Jesus Christ, the
lamb of God, the perfect spotless lamb of God, the one who took on the sins of the world, that we might
have the righteousness of Christ. What an exchange he made for us.

How do welive alife that pleases the Lord? What's it look like to live for Jesus? It has to start there. We
must be reconciled to God. We must be made right with God. The beautiful thing is there's nothing we
have to say or do. It's already been done.

It's already been done. All we do isreceive it. We accept it. The scriptures teach that each and every one
of usisasinner. Maybe you sin in big ways, maybe you sin in small ways. However you define those
things, the point isall of us have sinned in our life. The scriptures teach that the wages of that sinis
death. Some day welll stand before the Lord and give an account for our life.

The Gospel Invitation: Be Reconciled to God

Everyone will go somewhere forever. For those apart from Christ who haven't placed their faith in him,
he will tell them depart from me, | never knew you. For those who want your shame, who trust in Christ,
who've been reconciled back to him, he'll say, well done. Good and faithful servant, enter the joy, enter
the rest of your master. The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal lifein Jesus Christ our
Lord. The beauty of the gospel is that God saw us even while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

And if you and | would place our faith, our hope, our trust in Christ, we too could become children of
God.

The scriptures teach if we confess with our mouth, agree, if we agree that Jesusis Lord and believe in our
hearts that God raised him from the dead, we too can be saved. We can live a life that pleases the Lord.
Man, just like Paul implored this church to be reconciled to God, if that's you, man, | implore you this
morning, would you receive the invitation of Jesus Christ that he's offering you this morning? Would you
place your faith, your trust, your hope in him and in him alone?

For the rest of your life, for the rest of your life, for the rest of us, would we live from that position, that
position of being a new creation? Would we live lives as people who have been reconciled to God, not
because of what we've done, but because of what he's done? Would we live in this anticipation

Of eternity someday with the Lord? Would we live with asingular aim? Would we live to please Jesus?
Would we embrace this love? Would we receive this love and then show this love to the rest of the world?
Would we see people the way Christ sees us as new creations, as people that Jesus loves? And seeing that
we've been reconciled, would we go out into the world as witnesses of who Christ is and what he's done
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and just talk about Jesus, amen? Amen, let me pray for us.

Father God, thank you for the gift of your son, Jesus. Thank you for the life he lived, the death he died.
Thank you for his resurrection. thank you that he exchanged hislife for ours his righteousness for our sin,
and that in doing so, when we place our faith in him, we receive that righteousness. God, | pray for
anyone in this room right now who's on the fence of making that decision. God, | pray that you would, in
your loving kindness, get them off the fence and help them be reconciled back to you.

Living as Reconciled People for Christ's Glory

Would they see you clearly? Would they hear you speaking to them? Would they feel you moving in their
heart? Would they confess you, Lord, and believe that, in fact, you did raise from the dead? Would they
experience the blessing of living life as someone who's been saved?

Father, thank you for sending your son to live for us. Help us live for him, for his glory and his glory
alone. God, we love you, we thank you. It'sin Christ's name we pray, amen. Amen, would you join us as
we close in worship? Amen, my hope is only Jesus, yet not I, but Christ in me. | don't know where you're
at in your faith this morning. We've got a prayer team down front. They would love to pray with you.
Maybe you feel the Lord calling you to himself. Maybe you desire to give your life to the Lord. Maybe
you just have some feelings and some emotions going on. You're not sure what to do withiit.

Maybe this morning that God is seeking and doing whatever he can to reconcile you back to himself.
Man, we'd love to talk with you. We'd love to pray with you. This team down front would love to do that.
Maybe you've got some good things, hard things. They'd love to minister to you through prayer as well.
For the rest of you, don't forget, serviceisn't over till you love somebody. L ove somebody. Love
somebody well, then go out into the world and live on mission for the glory of Christ and Christ alone.
We love you. God bless you. We'll see you next week. Bye -bye.
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