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Introduction: The Cereal Illustration — Every Gift Is Essential

I'm going to lean into 1 Corinthians chapter 14. Really, maybe more importantly, isto try to put anice
little bookend on all of the last few weeks. Soit's 1 Corinthians 12 all the way through the end of 14 is
really Paul addressing the church in Corinth saying, ook, you guys are made up of this huge collection of
people. And yet each of you have been given a specific gift to build up, to build up those around you. The
whole purpose of your gift isto build up those around you. And And so | will illustrate it for you this
way. Growing up as akid, we did not eat aton of cereal in our house.

I've cometo find out that that made us very strange. Todd, don't bring up cereal around Todd. That guy
gets way too excited about cereal. He used to eat it out of like the giant bowl, which was like the barf
bowl in our house. But that's what he was eating his morning cereal out of. But cereal, big deal. We got,
here's why cereal was not a huge thing for us.

We got good cereal one week ayear on our birthday. We got to go pick out what she called garbage
cereal, my mom. So that's where we'd get like Lucky Charms or something else. Everything else was like
Corn Flakes, Raisin Bran, all stuff agood growing eight -year -old needs. But let me bring my friends out
here just as a quick illustration. Maybe this is too juvenile, but for me, it helps make aton of sense. You
see, there are four key ingredients to a good bowl of cereal. And if you pull any one ingredient, you're
going to get awhole bow! of cereal. of cereal. The whole thing falls apart. What is required for agood
bowl of cereal?

WEell, you need a spoon to eat it with. You need a nice glass of cold milk. You need cereal. For our
purposes, honey nut. And you need a bowl. Any one of these chooses not to show up to this party, we are
left lacking. So if the bowl decides, you know what, taking the morning off, Cardinal game's on at one,
got a pregame, we are left, how are we going to eat our cereal? Maybe he could sprinkle somein my
hands, Ryan could pour the milk in there, and then, | don't know, Hannah's going to try and get it with a
spoon, but it's going to be al over the floor.

Maybe Tim decides, you know what, I'm a singer, | don't come to this stuff, and | know he's out. Now
we're eating milk out of abowl like we're animals. It's called drinking milk from a cup. You don't eat it
from a bowl with a spoon. If you show up at somebody's house, you're like, what are you eating? I'm just
eating some milk.

Watch list, right? It's strange. You need all of them. Come back up here, Tim. You need al of themin
order to work. No, no, you guys here.

I'm the puppet master. You can do what | tell you, okay? Here we go. Now what you're going to hear
from Paul today is not only is every gift important, and if one gift doesn't show up, it all falls apart, you're
going to hear him use a phrase, decency and order. He's going to make the argument that God is not a
God of chaos, but a God of peace. When we use our gifts, they need to be done with decency and order.
Same goes for our delicious, healthy breakfast thing of cereal, right? If Brian goes, | got here early today.
I'm going to use my gift first and just dumps his milk out on the stage.
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And then bang, here comes, Daniel comes in and puts his bowl on top. And then we got the spoon
clanging around on top of that. And then we just sprinkle cereal over the thing. What do we have? We
have amess. We don't have abowl of cereal. We have cereal all over the place. Decency and order. So
what's the order? We're going to find out what kind of crowd we got right now. | would argue, first thing
isthe bowl. Bowl first, then here we go. Now thisis going to be aline of delineation. What do you think?
50 -50, 60 -40. What goes next?

Told you, cereal. Cereal next, because only an animal would dump milk in there and then sprinkle cereal
on top. Then goes the cereal, then the milk, then the spoon. Decency and order. You do it any other way,
it doesn't quite work. Same thing with our spiritual gifts. Whether you realize it or not, you have
something to bring to this party. And you may sit there and go, | got nothing. I'm abox of cereal. Honey
nut Cheerios. Honey nut Cheerios doesn't show up to this party. What are we left with? If the bowl! goes,
you can't even, I'm not even, I'm healthy, you can't even use me to feed the soul. Nothing comes out of
me, I'm a glass bowl.

Somebody made me and they put me on a shelf. If he doesn't show up, what do we got? We do not have a
compl ete nutritious breakfast provided by General Mills, celiac approved, right? We don't, we can't get it
done. Takes everybody coming, everybody utilizing your gift. So as you sit out there and look at these
people uncomfortably standing up here on the stage, you got to ask yourself, what's your gift? What do
you bring to the party? Because without you, it doesn't quite function the way God intended it. We all
have something to bring. What are we bringing? And what are we bringing to build up those around us?
The whole purpose of the gift God has given you is to build up the people around you.

Would you give these guys a hand? You don't have to keep standing up here. Poor Brian'slike, | got milk.
I don't know what 1'm doing.

Thank you, guys. Tim, | still think you could be a serial model on one of those commercials.

You got agift. The moment you put your faith in Jesus Christ, God said, you are now my child, a son or
daughter of mine, eternally secure. Heaven awaits. But for now, until | come back for you or | call you
home, I'm going to trust you with this gift so that you might build up the family of God, the body of
believers around you.

Decency and Order: How We Use Our Gifts Matters

What's your gift and how are the people sitting right around you being blessed by the gift God gave you?
That's the whol e point that Paul's been trying to make. You have a gift. Use it to serve. What's the
motivation? That's chapter 13. Motivation is, | love the people sitting around me too much to sit on my
gift and to not use it as a blessing to those around me. So here we go. First Corinthians chapter 12 or
chapter 14. We'll pick it up in verse 26.

Last week, Thomas talked all about the idea of tongues and prophecy and how to use those in thisform
of orderly worship. Continuesit on verse 26. What then, brothers? What then, brothers? Come together.
Important for us to note that thisis all talking about corporate worship. When we gather together as a
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church, here's how these gifts are to be practiced. Each one has a hymn, alesson, arevelation, atongue or
an interpretation. Let all things be done for building up. Everything we do with the gifts we've been given
are to build up those around us.

If anyone says, oh, I'm going to do this. oh, I'm going to do this. If anyone speaks in atongue, let there be
only two or at most three and each onein turn. And let someone interpret. But if thereis no one to
interpret, let each one of them keep silence in the church and speak to himself and to God. Why isthis so
important? Well, because, |00k, if you have the gift of tongues and you begin to speak in atongue that we
don't understand and no one can go, here's what this brother or sister is saying, how are we built up?

How am | built up by, if someone came in here and started telling me that my daughter McKinley, who's
in the kids' building, fell down and skinned her knee in Mandarin and was just full tilt Mandarin, you've
got to come help me. Your daughter fell and hurt her leg. Dude, | don't know what you're saying. | have
no ideawhat the need is. | have no ideawhat you're asking meto do. | don't understand. Can anyone
interpret what he's saying? And if everyone's, if we al arein here going, man, | don't know. We don't
speak Mandarin yet. | don't know. Maybe Googl€e's got an app for that. | don't know. If no one can
interpret, how is anyone built up?

What then, brothers? When you come together, each one has a hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a tongue,
or an interpretation. Let all things be done for building up. If anyone speaks in a tongue, let there be
only two or at most three, and each in turn, and let someone interpret. But if thereis no oneto
interpret, let each of them keep silent in church and speak to himself and to God.

And all focus would go . And then someone over here . And it's just ping -ponging around. And pretty
soon, everyone's just yelling whatever. And it's like, where isthe glory of the Lord in that? All that isjust.
It'sjust self -glorifying. If you're going to use your gift of tongues, in this case, someone needs to
interpret. Why? Because every gift is meant to build up people around us. Here's maybe the best example
that | could think of. One of the spiritual gifts, gifts of generosity. You guys aware of this? Spiritua gift
of generosity. What if | cameto you and | said, look, | got the spiritual gift of generosity.

God's blessed me with aton of stuff. And | just loveto giveit all away. | giveit al away to myself. | buy
myself all sorts of stuff. | am very generous with myself. Isthat the gift of generosity? No. That's selfish.
I don't know. You can come up with aword for it. Why? Because I'm glorifying me. I'm using my gift on
me. I'm building myself up. No benefit to anybody else. That's what was going on here with tongues.
WEe're going to hear in just a second, too, | think, some argument prophecy. So then the question for usis
this. God's given you a gift of generosity. of generosity. A gift. A spiritual gift to build up to people
sitting around you.

Tongues Must Be Interpreted to Build Up the Body
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Areweusing it? Arewe using it to build them up? Or is there any version where we're using it to glorify
ourself? Now we're back. Go back and read 1 Corinthians 13. Maybe we're a noisy gong, a clinging
cymbal, doing it for the wrong reason. That's of no value. Clearly, these people, if you're going to do it,
do it in order. We keep going. Verse 20. Where did we stop? We'll go 28. No one to interpret. Let him
keep silent in the church. Verse 29. Let two or three prophets speak, and let others weigh what is said.
WEe're going to come back to thisidea of weighing what is said. If arevelation is made to another sitting
there, let the first one be silent.

For you can al prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all may be encouraged. And the spirits of
the prophet are subject to the prophets. All of this under the heading of this, for God is not a God of
confusion, but of peace. Now, what's this talking about? Well, just like tongues, prophets would roll in. |
got aword from the Lord.

Gredt, let's hear it. Someone over here would shout theirs out. And then someone over here would go, |
got aword from the Lord. And maybe it was countering that one. Well, | got aword. And all of a sudden,
it'sjust ratcheting up. And it's who can yell the loudest.

You ever, | used my kids earlier, though. It was probably low -hanging fruit. I'll do this one, because this
isalso equally fun. You ever gotten about? 10 or 12, 8 to 10 -year -olds together, 10 -year -old boysin
particular, and say, hey, let's go play football or basketball.

After about 3 and 1 half hours of fighting over the rules, you may play one play. And then that one play
will then turn into, wait, you did this, you did this, and then they just yell at each other, until someone
finally getstired of yelling and either takes their ball and goes home, or they figureit out. But it'sjust a
yelling match, and who can yell the loudest? No one's making any good points. It's just who talks
loudest. Same thing. Prophets would stand up, they'd say this, they'd say this, and it wasjust all about the
show. So Paul says, look, stop. When you come together as a church, if anyone's going to prophesy, and
prophesy would be this.

Let two or three prophets speak, and |et the others weigh what is said. If a revelation is made to
another sitting there, let the first be silent. For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn
and all may be encouraged. And the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets. For God is not a God
of confusion but of peace.

We're not going to listen. And | will give you anot so funny and yet very real scenario, and | bet you
every pastor in here would tell you the same thing. Heard this before. And I've had to look aman in the
eye. Man, we went toe to toe, and it got ugly. But he looked at me and said, God told me to divorce my
wife.

And | said, well, do you have ahiblical argument for that? Has she been unfaithful? No. Is she want to
leave you because you're a believer and she's not? No. I'm not happy with her, so God wants me happy.
God told me to divorce my wife. Brother, | don't care what you tell me. That doesn't line up with
scripture. | don't think that's God speaking to you. | think someone's lying to you.
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Prophecy Must Be Weighed Against Scripture

WEell, God told me. He did not. Because it's not in the word of God. Everything, when we say weigh what
is heard, what is said, you've got to weigh it with scripture.

We've also got to be very careful. Anyone that says, God told me, this comes sometimes, too. Hey, God
told meto tell you this. Ooh, we've got to be careful. We've got to be careful on that. We've got to be
careful. But | do think there's other times where God does move in some pretty powerful ways. Maybe
you've been in a conversation,

And all of asudden, a question gets asked, and you remember some passage of scripture that you didn't
even know was in your brain. All of asudden, God bringsit to light, and you're quoting scripturein a
way that you never knew possible. And you walk away from that, and then you go, man, | didn't even
know you knew that verse, neither did I.

God showing up in that moment, giving you the words to share to advance his kingdom. Why? Because
what does that gift do? It builds up, brings glory to God. Every gift is used to build up other people. If
you're using your gift to glorify self, if there's any version where you're using your gift to bring gain upon
yourself, | think we're missing it. Every gift is used to build up other people. But we've got to use them
and do it with decency and order. We're not going to pour milk on the ground and then sprinkle cereal on
top and go, enjoy your breakfast. Decency and order, bowl first, cereal second. Milk third, then the spoon.

God isnot aGod of confusion, but of peace. Now to continue the chaos of what was going on in these
church services, he makes this statement next. Asin all the churches of the saints, the women should
keep silent in the churches, for they are not permitted to speak, but should be in submission, as the law
also says. If there is anything they desire to learn, let them ask their husbands at home. For it is shameful
for awoman to speak in the church.

Thisiswhy many people just skip this whole chapter in general. What is he possibly talking about? I'm
going to give you what | believe is absolutely what's going on. And it makes a lot more sense when you
understand it this way. What is this whole chapter about? When you gather together, run your service
with decency and order so that everyone might be built up, so that God might be glorified, so the gospel
might go out. What's interesting, | looked thisup, and | still have yet to figure it out. Give me another
lifetime and I'll get the answer.

The word here where it says that women, right? Women is the word it uses. In verse 34, the women
should keep silent. And then in verse 35, woman to speak in church, is the word gune, Greek word gune.
| never give you Greek because | think most of the time it's not important. Here | think it'simportant. It's
the Greek word gune, gune. What's interesting to me is that in Ephesians chapter 5, where Paul is aso
writing and he says the wife, 1

Peter, husbands live with your wife in an understanding way. Even in 1 Corinthians 7, just a couple of
chapters before, when he talks about the wife of a nonbeliever or the wife of a believing spouse, it's the
same Greek word, gune, translated wife or women. Why? Why they chose to trandlate it women here, |
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don't totally understand yet. That's what | haven't been able to figure out. But read it this way with this
understanding. And here's why | think this makes alot of sense.

Asin al the churches of the saints, wives should keep silent in the churches, for they are not permitted to
speak. Also, a Greek word that could mean argue. Wives are not permitted to argue, but be in submission,
asthelaw also says, if there is anything they, wives desire to learn, let them ask their husbands at home.
Another reason why | think thisis talking about wives. What do single women not have? Husbands. All
of this seems to be under the context of wives. I'm getting there in just a second. Nobody throw anything
at meyet.

The women should keep silent in the churches. For they are not permitted to speak, but should bein
submission, asthe Law also says. If there is anything they desire to learn, let them ask their husbands
at home. For it is shameful for a woman to speak in church.

Remember, he asked them to do what? Cover your head. Cover your head. Why? Because it's asign of
respect to your husbands. So there he's clearly giving an order of when you speak, when you prophesy,
when you pray, do it thisway. So there's no version where Paul is now coming back and going, no, scrap
that. They don't talk at al. No, no, no. What | think is going on here is you had these wives and these
women weighing what their husbands were saying. And what Paul is going to say is, can you guys keep,
can you weigh that at home so as not to bring your arguments before the church? Because God is a God
of peace, not chaos.

The 'Women Keep Silent' Passage: Wives and Orderly Worship

So the warning hereis to wives. Wives, don't comein. And I'll be honest with you. She loves me too
much, and she loves you too much. But she typically sitsin that very, very, very, very, very, very back
table, way in the back, my wife, Brooke. | can think of two occasions that 1've stood on this stage in the
last year and a half where her and | have not been on the same page.

One was pretty ugly. | did something dumb. We got into a pretty lovingly heated argument on a Saturday
night.

| woke up early. | got dressed. | came to church. No resolution. And | had to stand up here and | had to
preach God's word. And God does what he does, independent.

But if she was not awoman of character, she could have very easily been in the back going, oh,

Let metell you, read this, and completely sabotaged everything that was going on up here. Why?
Because she's got a different knowledge than the rest of you have. Maybe the better thing for her to dois
what she does do. Waits for me when | get home and go, babe, we got to talk. Let's have a conversation.
Let'sdo that at home. Because the last thing that she wantsto do is do anything that would cause God's
church to suffer or for the body not to be built up. And so she, far better than me and many others, holds
her tongue in moments.
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And we have that conversation offline. Could that be what Paul is arguing here? | think it is. | think in the
weighing process, you got all these wives going, perfect. Paul told usto weigh in. I'll weigh in on
everything this guy says. And now he's going, no, no, ho, no, no, no. Leave your marital stuff at home.
Have that conversation at home. Ask your husband at home if you need clarity around that. But in the
church, we're going to glorify the Lord and build each other up. | think that's what's going on here.

Keep going. Verse 36, or was it from you that the word of God came? Implied answer, no. Or are you the
only onesit has reached? Again, implied answer, no. If anyone thinks that he is a prophet or spiritual, he
should acknowledge that the things, Paul, things that I am writing to you are a command of the Lord. If
anyone does not recognize this, he is not recognized.

What's this all about? Well, Paul's flexing his apostolic authority here and saying, ook, guys, if you hear
all this, and you got some prophet in the back going, who's Paul to tell us what we can do and not do?
Paul's saying, I'm the apostle. I'm the one that planted you. | have the authority of the Lord behind me.
And so thisis, thus saith the Lord, not Paul's opinion.

Paul's way of saying, we've got to get decency and order to how this church functions. Because to do it
the other way is chaos, and no oneis being built up. And we're self -glorifying. We're using our giftsto
benefit ourself. And so Paul says, look, if you're ook, if you're going to do it decently, you've got to do it
decently. And Paul to do it decently, you've got to do it decently. And Paul says, no, thisis my authority.
If anyone doesn't recognize it, he is not recognized. Verse 39, so my brothers, earnestly desire to
prophesy, and do not forbid the speaking in tongues. But al things should be done decently and in order.

Or was it from you that the word of God came? Or are you the only onesiit has reached? If anyone
thinks that he is a prophet, or spiritual, he should acknowledge that the things | amwriting to you are
a command of the Lord. If anyone does not recognize this, he is not recognized.

But here'swhat | know to be true. Every one of you that knows Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior has
been given a gift. You've been given a gift. Some of you have multiple gifts, but you've been given gifts
to do what? What does Peter tell us? First Peter chapter 4, steward your gift well. You've been entrusted
with agift to steward it. That means God's going to hold you accountable. God's going to look at you
someday and go, you are my beloved son. You believe in Jesus. So you are now a part of my kingdom.
What did you do with the gift that | gave you?

So, my brothers, earnestly desire to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues. But all things
should be done decently and in order.

Paul's Apostolic Authority: This Is the Lord's Command
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14 When you do what God has wired you to do, you do it. And you go, man, that was great. How do | do
that more? We just want to help you figure out what that is.

23 How are you using your gift? 1'm going to come stand way over here because thisis just Kevin's opinion.
Thomas may back this up. Or walk this back. | think there's a difference between atalent and a gift. |
think there's a difference between atalent and a gift. A talent you can get better at. You can work really
hard at. You work really hard at something, you can get good at it. That'satalent. | would argue a gift is
something that just happens.

48 And here'swhy | would say that. Because when you work really, really hard at something and then you
finaly get good at it, you know what you do?You go, man, I've worked so hard. | did it. You know what
happens when you operate out of a spiritual gift?

Steward Your Gift: Talent vs. Spiritual Gift

03 You get done doing whatever that was and you go, God, | don't know how that just happened, but praise
be to God that God used me because there's no way | could do that on my own. And God gets all the
glory. Difference. How has God gifted you? And how does he want your gift to bless the people around
you? That's what everyone out there in the lobby, that's what their job is to do. For you to walk up and go,
here's how | think I'm gifted. I'm a bull. Where's my gift? my gift? Where could you use abull? All | can
doissit here and hold cold beveragesin me with some floating chunks of whatever, but | can do it really
well.

37 Where can you use me? There's 13 ways you could be a blessing and build up the people sitting right
around you. |'ve made fun of them earlier. Not made fun. | brought them up earlier. Some of you guys
were |ate getting into service because of them. The Pangborns. | don't know if you know them or not, but
you know what they do. Pangborns get here about 6 o 'clock every single Sunday. They wash their hands,
they put on some gloves, they roll up their deeves, and they cut probably 55,000 donuts ayear so that
you and | can walk in here, look for their favorite donut, pick it up, and enjoy it. They don't even know
who they are.

12 They're using their gift of service to build up us. Maybe not physically, but you know what | can
guarantee? Because I've heard this before. We've heard it up here on the stage as people have shared their
testimony. We've heard it up here on the stage as people have shared their testimony. We've heard it up
here on the stage as people have shared their testimony. | heard it up here on the stage as people have
shared their testimony. | cameto church. | met some guy in the lobby. We just started talking. Next thing
I know, three or four years later, he's been discipling me for the last three years. I'm a different husband.
I'm adifferent father.

39 My marriage is different. I'm leading my company different. I'm a different person as aresult of thisman
in my life. And you know where that started? Over a donut with sprinkles that the Pangborns cut up at 6
a.m. All part of the process. I'm just abowl. The bow! doesn't show up. This doesn't work. God's gifted
you. How does he want to use you? You may be going, | don't know how he wants to use me. Perfect.
Just say, God, here | am. Use me. And watch what he does. And then let's go tell stories of how God's
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using us to do incredible things. It's how the body of Christ works. But we've got to do it al with decency
and order.

Decency and order. Let me pray for us, and we'll close out our time today. God, thank you. I'm so
grateful.

Closing: Use Your Gift to Build Up the Church

God, | thank you for all the men and women who you have seen fit to gift that have interacted with mein
my life. God, | can think of hames and faces specifically, but God, | know that every one of those names
and faces comes with a hundred names and faces of people | don't even know. And yet they are all a part
of my story, of my journey with you. God, you have used your church to impact your kingdom. For
thousands of years. And God, we are how a part of what you're continuing to do. God, we long to be a
church that makes an impact for your kingdom, both here, near, and far.

God, to live lives on mission. But God, you have gifted each of us differently. God, | would pray for my
brothers and sistersin this room, whatever their gifting is, God, that they would steward it well. God,
they would not be motivated by obligation

Or guilt. But God, they would be moved by conviction of your Holy Spirit. God, to lean in and do what
you have called them to do. And God, that they would just receive so much joy and life and
encouragement from operating in their gifting. God, | pray that we would tell stories for years to come of
the impact you have used your church, your church family here at Highlands, to have on your kingdom.
Because we just simply trusted you and did what you asked of us.

So God, thanks for meeting usin this place. God, | thank you now just for the privilege of getting to
continue to worship you and be in afamily together. We love you and we pray al of thisin Jesus name.
Amen. You got a gift. Maybe you're just a spoon. Man, we need alot of spoons.

God wants to use you to build up his church. Ask yourself, God, how have you wired me? And how can |
be a blessing to the people sitting around me? There's a place for you. We are a church. We love you.
We've got people up front. We'd love. We'd love to pray for you. It's been a hard week. If you just want a
shoulder to pray on, someone to encourage you, we are here. We're always here. Right now in particular,
you can come up front, pray with any of these folks. Serviceis not over until you love somebaody. All of
you that have kids, best way to love our children's team isto get over there and scoop them up because |
went two minutes too long and they're over there with your kids.

Out of goldfish, no snacks left. Man against the world. Go over and love your children's ministry. Love
you guys. Have a great rest of your week. We'll see you all next weekend.
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