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0: 01

0:43

Wanting God in Every Moment

We want you, God. | want you, God. That's what this collection is about. And there are moments where
we're creating space for that. We had a day of prayer afew weeks ago. We're gonna have another day of
prayer coming up in afew weeks that you're gonna hear about. That you can come into mourning or
midday or after work and come into our house with the people of our house and seek God. We're going to
do more and more of that in the future. But the key is that we understand you don't need to put something
new in your flow to seek God. What we need to do isto put adesire for God in all the things that are
aready in our flow.

In other words, when you wake up in the morning, the first thing you do is you think, | want you God.
When you're walking into the gym tomorrow, you're walking into the gym door going, God, | want you. |
do want bigger biceps, and | do want better fitness, and | do want the community and my brothers and
sisters at the gym. But | want you, God. | want you in this gym today. You're in the carpool drop off line
and you're thinking, God, | want you. You're in your morning chair going, God, | want you. You're
walking into that business breakfast and on your mind is, God, | want you. This guy needs you.

This lady needs you. Make me available to you today in this breakfast today, not just to network and to
take a step towards doing a deal and to build a business. God, | want you in this breakfast today. I'm
desperate God for you in my life. On that Zoom call and you're clicking join meeting and you're like,
God, | want you.

God, | want you. You're in the commute. You got time. You got 45 minutes. You got an hour and 10
minutes. God, | want you. | want you. That's an attitude. That's a posture of the heart. And that's where
God wants us to be. And He wants us to understand that when God comes, everything that isnot God is
consumed in the light of His glory.

The Showdown on Mount Carmel

Do you want that? Do you want God in such away that when He comes, everything that isnot God is
consumed in the light of His glory. We see this. The Jezreel Valley in Israel on Mount Carmel. This
showdown between Elijah and all the prophets of Bale. And we see what God is inviting us into today.
And it's beautiful and powerful to give you alittle bit of the backdrop on this story. And we can't really
get all the way down into it today for time's sake. But Ahab isthe king in Israel, the northern kingdom.
And Ahab's terrible. He's terrible like his father was terrible, and he's married to Jezebel, and she's worse.

Her intention isto kill all the prophets of God. and sheis on amission to do that. Sheisthe anti-Christ in
Old Testament. She is against the prophet, she is against the Word of God, against the knowledge of God,
and she has the ability because of her leverage with Ahab to literally wipe out al the prophets of God.
She has her own prophets, the prophets of Bale, thisidol that is worshiped among the people, the
prophets of Ashura, another idol that's worshiped among the people. And Ahab and Jezebel are a one-two
punch of terrible. leadership and spiritual decay. But there is a prophet, Elijah, and heisfiercein his
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desire to see God glorified among the people.

3:48 And so he has this encounter with Ahab. And thisis a miracle encounter because he should die, but God's
going to save him. Welll pick it up in verse 16. Thisis 1 Kings 17. 1 Kings 18.

4:06 So Obadaya went to meet Ahab and told him, and Ahab went to meet Elijah. And when he saw Elijah,
thisis Ahab the King, he said to him, Isthat you, you troubleer of Israel? and Elijah repliesto him, he
says, I've not made trouble for Israel, but you and your father's family have. You have abandoned the
Lord's commands and followed the Bales. Now, some of the people from all over Isragl to meet me on
Mount Carmel. Now, | just would say, again, footnote really fast, |I've been to this place. Thisisreal talk,
okay? Thisis not some Bible story. Thisisareal place. You can go there. | would recommend that you
do.

4:49 | would recommend that you save up your money and travel to Israel and go to Mount Carmel and stand
on the spot that we are reading about today and know that God, the God of all creation, is still moving in
the earth just like he did on this day. on Mt. Carmel. Mt. Carmel'sin the Valley of Jezredl, just alittle
footnote again, in

5112 Thisvalley isaplace called Magito and alot of this comes from the language of Armageddon. And
people think, alot of peoplethink that it's all going down in the Jezreel Valley, that Armageddon's gonna
happen right there. You can go stand and look over the valley and imagine might all come down right
here.

5: 36

When he saw Elijah, he said to him, 'Is that you, you troubler of Israel?" 'l have not made trouble for
Israel,’ Elijah replied. 'But you and your father's family have. You have abandoned the Lord's
commands and have followed the Baals. Now summon the people from all over Israel to meet me on
Mount Carmel. And bring the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and the four hundred prophets of
Asherah, who eat at Jezebel'stable." So Ahab sent word throughout all Israel and assembled the
prophets on Mount Carmel. Elijah went before the people and said, ‘How long will you waver between
two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him." But the people said
nothing. Then Elijah said to them, '| am the only one of the Lord's prophets | eft, but Baal has four
hundred and fifty prophets. Get two bulls for us. Let Baal's prophets choose one for themselves, and let
them cut it into pieces and put it on the wood but not set fireto it. | will prepare the other bull and put
it on the wood but not set fire to it. Then you call on the name of your god, and | will call on the name
of the Lord. The god who answers by fire—he is God.' Then all the people said, 'What you say is
good.'

The God Who Answers by Fire

5:45 Prophets of Bale and the 400 prophets of Ashurawho eat at Jezebel's table. So Ahab sent word
throughout all Israel and assembled the prophets on Mount Carmel. Elijah went before the people and he
said, and obviously you're going to see what the message for all of usistoday right in the text. He said to
the people, how long will you waver between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow Him, but if bail is
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God, follow Him. But the people said nothing. Then Elijah said to them, | am the only one of the Lord's
prophets left, but Bale has 450

Prophets. So get two bullsfor us. Let Bal€e's prophets choose one for themselves and let them cut it into
pieces and put it on the wood, but not set fireto it. I'll prepare the other bull and put it on the wood, but
not set fire to it. Then you call on the name of your God, little G God, and | will call on the name of the
Lord, the God who answers by fire, He is God. So before this gathering is over, we're going to be
introducing the idea of God coming as fire. Not coming politely and saying, hi, I'm Yahweh. How are
you today? but coming in al of hisglory and consuming everything that's not God.

Thisis how God moves. God does not move into situations that go, okay, yeah, can | just get alittle edge
on the table there? Hey, how's everybody? Now, he comesin in his glory and he says, I'm not sharing my
glory with anybody.

It'sall me. al thetime. That's how I'd like to come. Does anybody still want God? Because we say God |
want you, but what we're really saying to God is | have reserved a solid third of my table for you. And |
would loveit if you would come to my table.

He'slike, get rid of your table. | don't need atable. | want to come fully in power." And then al the
people said, what you say is good. In other words, we'll see who comes by fire and whoever comes by
fire, that's going to be how we'll know who's God.

The liesyou said to the prophets of Bale, choose one of the bulls and prepare it first since there are so
many of you. Call on the name of your God, but do not light the fire, so they took the bull given them and
prepared it. And then they called on the name of Bale

From morning till noon. Bale answered us, they shouted, but there was no response. No one answered.
And they danced around the atar that they had made. at noon, Elijah began to taunt them. Now, it's not
typically good to taunt people as afollower of God, but every now and then, there'sa moment, and thisis
one of those moments.

Shout louder. Surely he's a God. Perhaps he's deep in thought or busy or traveling. Maybe heis sleeping
and must be awakened, so they shouted louder. They slashed themselves with swords and spears as was
their custom until their blood flowed. So we got a mess here. We got peopl e shouting and dancing and
dlicing themselves and bleeding everywhere and yelling up into the heavens. But then midday passed and
they continued their frantic prophesying until the time for the evening sacrifice. But there was no
response, no one answered and no one paid attention.

Let'sjust inject alittle message here. Bale was the God of fertility and the God of the weather. And one
of the main things necessary in this time and space was weather. This was an agriculture-based world.
And Elijah had spoken on behalf of God to Ahab, if you just back up a chapter, and said, it's not going to
rainin Israel until | say so. And three and a half years have now passed, and there has been a complete
drought in Israel, such that Ahab is under incredible pressure. And that's how this story actually unfolds.
Ahab is out looking at every spring, and every cave, and every place there was alittle creek bed looking
for anywhere any amount of grassis growing.
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10:36 Thisisthe condition that Bale has put them in. The God of weather, the God of the rain, the God who
brings down what we need for our sustenance and to live nothing. And he's not answering, he's not
paying attention. He doesn't want to respond to our cries and our dancing and our prophesying and all of
our ritual. Why? Because he

11:04 Can't. Psalm 115, not to us, Lord, not to us, but to your name be glory because of your love and
faithfulness. Why do the nations say, where is their God? Our God isin heaven, and we're going to see
thisin just amoment, and he does whatever pleases usin. But their idols, their bail, their asheras, They
are silver and gold made by human hands. They have mouths, but they cannot speak. They have eyes, but
they cannot see. They have ears, but they cannot hear noses, but cannot smell. They have hands, but they
cannot feel feet, but they cannot walk. Nor can they utter a sound with their throats. Those who make
them

11:50 Will be like them. And so will &l who trust. in them. No response, no one answered in no one paid
attention. And God is asking us today to take stock. |s there an idol that you're depending on, counting
on, putting your trust or hope in?Yes, | love God, but | also need this.

Elijah's Prayer and the Fire That Fell

12:23 And he's saying today, you need to make a choice. Elijah said to all the people, come, hear to me. And
they came to him and he repaired the altar. In other words, he built back what was the altar which had
been torn down. He took 12 stones. for each of the tribes descended from Jacob, to whom the word of the
Lord had come, saying, your name shall be Isragl. In other words, he took them back to who he had
called them to be.

13:02 He took them back to their true identity in him. And with the stones he built an altar in the name of the
Lord, and he dug atrench around it large enough to hold two seas of seed, he arranged the wood He cut
the bull and he laid it on the wood. And then he said to them, fill four large jars with water and pour it on
the offering and on the wood. And they did that. Do it again, he said, and they did it again. Do it athird
time, he ordered, and they did it the third time. The water ran down around the altar and even filled the
trench. At the time of the sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped towards forward and he prayed.

13: 46

o they took the bull given them and prepared it. Then they called on the name of Baal from morning
till noon. '‘Baal, answer us!' they shouted. But there was no response; no one answered. And they
danced around the altar they had made. At noon Elijah began to taunt them. 'Shout louder!" he said.
'Surely heisa god! Perhaps he is deep in thought, or busy, or traveling. Maybe he is sleeping and must
be awakened.' So they shouted louder and slashed themsel ves with swords and spears, as was their
custom, until their blood flowed. Midday passed, and they continued their frantic prophesying until the
time for the evening sacrifice. But there was no response, no one answered, no one paid attention.
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And now he prays. It's not the longest prayer in the world, but he appeal s to the thing God |oves the most.
Lord, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Isradl, let it be known today that you are God and Israel and that |
am your servant and have done al these things that your command. Answer me, Lord. Answer me. So
these people will know that you, Lord, are God and that you are turning their hearts back again. this gets
the attention

Of heaven. And then the fire of the Lord fell and burned up to sacrifice the wood, the stones, and the soil
and also licked up all the water in the trench. Can you imagine this? And when all the people saw this,
they fell prostrate and cried. That means they fell on their faces. And they cried, the Lord, heis God. The
Lord, heis God, duh. And then Elijah commanded them, seized the prophets of Bale. Don't et anyone
get away. And they seized them. And they had them brought down to the valley and they slaughtered
them there. And then Elijah said to A. Ham, go eat and drink for there is the sound of a heavy rain.

Not to us, Lord, not to us but to your name be the glory, because of your love and faithfulness. Why do
the nations say, '‘Where istheir God?' Our God isin heaven; he does whatever pleases him. But their
idols are silver and gold, made by human hands. They have mouths, but cannot speak, eyes, but cannot
see. They have ears, but cannot hear, noses, but cannot smell. They have hands, but cannot feel, feet,
but cannot walk, nor can they utter a sound with their throats. Those who make them will be like them,
and so will all who trust in them.

And he said to his servant, go look toward the sea, towards the Mediterranean. And he went and |ooked.
There's nothing there. He said, seven times. Elijah said, go back. Nathing there, go back. Nothing there,
go back. I'm telling you, there's nothing there, go back. No, there's still nothing there, go back. | didn't
see anything, go back.

The seventh time, the sermon reported, a cloud as small asaman's hand is rising from the sea. So Elijah
said, go tell AHAB, hitch up your cherry and go down before the rain stops. Before the road turnsinto a
mud pit, get on out of here. Meanwhile, the sky grew black with clouds and the wind rose. A heavy rain
started falling. Bale couldn't provide rain for three and a half years. But now, here comes the rain. And
Ahab wrote off to Jezreel. That's the main town up the road about 15 to 20 miles away. And the power of
the Lord, it's one of my favorite versesin the Bible, came on Elijah asif it wasn't already on him.

And he tucked his cloak into his belt and he ran ahead of Ahab al the way to Jezreel. How powerful. God
comes down in fire, consumes the whole sacrifice. Thistime to go, the rains finally coming, the drought
is broken, and Ahab's in his chair, heading back to Jezreel, and here comes Elijah with his cloak tucked in
his belt, lay, hey, what's up, man, forth, gump over here, just running alongside the thing al the way, 15,
18, 19 miles worth to Jezreel. couple takeaways. Number one, and | want usto really start here, Elijah
was aman like us.

Elijah Was a Man Like Us
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That's what James says, James 517. Thisis not a mythological character, Elijah. It's not somebody out of
amarvel movie. Elijah was like you, skin, bones, flesh, humanity, In other words, what happened through
Elijah did not happen because he was some amazing superhero. It happened because he was available to
God.

The second thing that | want us to note today is that to want God requires a choice. Thisiswhat Elijah
said to the people in verse 21. He said, how long will you waver between two opinions? If the Lord is
God, follow Him, but if Bale is God, follow Him. In other words, we talk about revival, spiritual
awakening, desperation, warning God, wanting to see a move of God, wanting to see our city saved. All
those things are good things, but they all ultimately come down to the same root. Are we willing to
choose God? or are we still wavering between? | do love God, but | also love my idols. | do love God, but
I'm a so dependent on X, Y,

And Z. | dowant God, but | don't want to get rid of my mistress.

| somehow am managing to waver between both things, and right now, that seems like that's working, and
God is saying, how long Are you gonna go back and forth? Are you gonna waver? That word waver, by
the way, isavery interesting word. And in this particular context, in this verse, and in the verse where it
talks about the prophets abale, dancing around their sacrifice, same word, and the word there can mean to
skip. Like, hey, look, we're skipping around the altar, and we're all excited about what our God's gonna
do, but it more

Specifically means to limp. How long will you limp back and forth from God to my stuff | got over here
that I'm counting on? To God, but also love my reputation, to God, but I'm really, really counting on
what's in the bank right now, to God, but | love this pleasure in my life.

And the picture is not of health and strength and power It's a picture of someone limping back and forth
between two things that God is saying today. How long? How long are you gonna do that? The third
thing that | think comes out of the text isto want God asto be all in. Elijah was al in. He did not have a
plan B. If fire did not come down, he dies on Mount Carmel. There's 450 prophets of Bale, 400 prophets
of Ashurawho eat at the table of Jezebel. And you've got one guy staying in here against all of them.
And if God doesn't come through for Elijah, thereis no plan B.

To Want God Is to Be All In
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21:11

Then Elijah said to all the people, 'Come here to me." They came to him, and he repaired the altar of
the Lord, which had been torn down. Elijah took twelve stones, one for each of the tribes descended
from Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord had come, saying, "Your name shall be Israel.' With the
stones he built an altar in the name of the Lord, and he dug a trench around it large enough to hold
two seahs of seed. He arranged the wood, cut the bull into pieces and laid it on the wood. Then he said
to them, 'Fill four large jars with water and pour it on the offering and on the wood.' 'Do it again, he
said, and they did it again. 'Do it a third time," he ordered, and they did it the third time. The water ran
down around the altar and even filled the trench. At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped
forward and prayed: ‘Lord, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Isradl, let it be known today that you are
God in Israel and that | am your servant and have done all these things at your command. Answer me,
Lord, answer me, so these people will know that you, Lord, are God, and that you are turning their
hearts back again.' Then the fire of the Lord fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and
the soil, and also licked up the water in the trench. When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate and
cried, 'The Lord —heis God! The Lord —heis God!"

21:36 And he had atrigger in his pocket under his belt of his cloak. And when he pointed up in the sky and
everybody looked, And that's how it all happened. He said, no, do it again. Everybody see that? Do it
again. Everybody see that? Do it again. |s everybody see that the whole trenches full of water? Great.
Now, God, I'm asking you, please, for the sake of your name,

22:04 Come and show that you are God and turn the hearts of all these wicked people and al of your people
Israel to you. We were in a gathering with some friends a few weeks ago talking about the future of
passion, passion, city, church opportunities for our movement, and Shelley

22:26 Closed out that time by saying to everybody, thisis the time to double down. | hope we don't lose this
Cairo's moment in America. Things fade so fast, headlines change so fast. Now we're on to this thing,
now we're distracted by that thing, now the government's shut down, now this is happening, now these

negotiations are going on, these tariffs are in the news. And we just, what's tomorrow is some other thing.

Some other conspiracy. Now we're all talking over lunch over what about that? Well, what about this?
WEell, what about the other? I'm telling you, we are till in a precious and precarious moment in the
history of our nation, where something could break out spiritually, that we have not seen in our
generation.

23:13 And we cannot just get distracted by the next thing. when we have an opportunity to double down right
now on our face. And it's not a person and Elijah. It's Elijah's. Put your stake in the ground

23:40 And double down. It doesn't mean you have to be doubly loud or doubly annoying or have a double of
opinion isthat you stopped wavering between two things and you decided on one thing and you went all

in with no plan B. If God isn't God, | am toast. If God doesn't come through, there is no coming through.

If God isn't a promise keeper, then | am out on alimb with no net. If God doesn't do what He says He
will do, then | am afool. because I'm doubling down. I'm doubling down on my consecration. I'm
doubling down on my convictions. I'm doubling down on my commitments and my investments. I'm

doubling down on rebuilding the atar of God in my life, remembering who God called me and named me

to be.
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And | am putting everything on the altar. And I'm saying, God, you can haveit all. You haveit al. It all
belongs to you anyway. | belong to you, my future, my family, my life, my reputation. It all is yours,
God. | just want you to come through and show in and through my life to the people around me that you
are God.

To want God isto beall in. And I'm asking today, are you al in?

Because God isall in. That's the fourth thing that just blew me away out of thistext. This word waver.
You can't study this text and not get focused on this word.

It's the word pronounced in Hebrew, Pausok. It has this meaning to skip over, it has this meaning to limp.
And the skip over part of it is seen in Exodus 12, where the angel of death comes and passes over the
home that has the blood on the doorposts. Same word. We got people dancing around an altar on Carmel.
We got people limping between two things that they haven't made up their mind yet. And then we have
an angel skipping over, passing over.

You seeit in the word, pausac, is where pass over comes from. Same word. How long will you waver
between two things? Because I'm not wavering God is saying, | made a decision in Egypt to pass over the
homes of those who had the blood of an innocent and a perfect lamb without blemish over their door.

Knowing that | was going to make afinal sacrifice of putting my son on the altar to pass over all the sin
of humanity. We came to worship a God today who's all in.

And the only response to himisto beall in. It's interesting, Elijah was so bold, but when he got back to
Jezreel after the marathon run where he outrained the chariot of Ahab,

God Has a Remnant — Hold On

Jezabel got the report of what went down on Mount Carmel and she said, Let it be true of me what
happened to all my prophets when they took them out in the valley and killed them all, unless | had the
head of Elijah by tomorrow night. And she had such a powerful demonic spirit on her life, that it
intimidated Elijah.

Thislight in dark isreal that we'reliving in, by the way. | bumped up against the spirit of Jezebel afew
timesin my life, and it is a powerful demonic spirit. It makes people afraid. In Elijah, after seeing the fire
come down, here's about Jezebel's threat, and he just high-tales it into the desert. ends up meeting God
out in the desert and he's telling God, you know, I'm the only one Ieft. I'm the only prophet left. | mean,
here | am. Now, you know, she'strying to kill me and I'm the only prophet |€eft that's been faithful to you,
God. And God says, hello. He said, Elijah, | got 7,000 prophetsin Israel.

| got 7,000 people in Israel who've not bowed to the bale and they have not kissed theidol. | have a
remnant. You're not the only one. And | just want to highlight that today as we close that some of you are
right at the end, wavering between two saints and you're thinking, everybody else in my world has gone
with the world. And I'm the only one holding oui.
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And God's just want to remind you today, no, you're not the only one holding out. You're not the only one
at church today. You're not the only one leaning toward God. You're not the only one wanting to be holy.
You're not the only one wanting to live in the light and not the dark. You're not the only one wanting to
choose the ways of God and not the ways of thisworld. You're not the only one. There's somebody in
your neighborhood probably who's saying, I'm the only one. And they're like, no, no, you're not the only
one. I'm the only one. And they're like, oh, no, neither one of us are the only one. God's got a remnant.

He's got aremnant in Atlanta and he's got aremnant in every nation among all people. He's got a remnant
in North Koreatoday. He's got aremnant in Sudan today. He's got aremnant in Yemen today. He has a
remnant al over this earth right now. People are saying, God, we are counting on you. And he wants you
to hold on

And not to give up. It's not faint. Go look seven times. You said, Lou, |'ve looked five times. Go look
seven. Go look again. Go look again. Keep looking. Keep looking. Keep looking. Keep looking. Keep
looking. Keep looking. Keep looking. Keep looking. Keep looking. Keep looking. Because I'm telling
you, it'sgonnarain.

God's gonna keep His promise to you. The fireis gonnafall. Do you want the fire to fall?

The Church Was Built to Hold the Fire

Near where we live, we pass pretty often a brand new house. It's really beautiful and amazing. And the
front yard of their house isthis old chimney. Everybody knows one of these somewhere in your
neighborhood or around where you live probably. And so here's this beautiful yard and the driveway and
the basketball court and the driveway and the beautiful house. And then right out in the front yard is this
huge chimney just standing there. Obviously the house burned down, but the chimney stayed.

And | was thinking about that chimney and that fire. The fire was supposed to be in the chimney, but
somehow the fire got out of the chimney or another fire happened in the kitchen or somewhere else. We
don't know the story, but the whole house burned down except the chimney.

And | believe we're in amoment where God's fire will fall. And where the only thing that's gonna remain
isarefined church

That was meant to hold the firein the first place. And everything else will be gone. Everything that is not
God will be gone. But there will be a chimney and a fireplace because the church was built to hold the
fire.

God have mercy on us. | love being in church today, but | want the fire to fall.
Do you want God? Do you want God? Even knowing that when He comes, everything that is not God,

Will be burned away by the light of His glory.

Generated by SermonSync Page 10



